Bates College

SCARAB
The Bates Student

Archives and Special Collections

3-16-2010

The Bates Student - volume 139 number 15 - March 16, 2010
Bates College

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/bates_student

Bates Stud ent. com
The Voice of
Bates College
Since 1873.

Security
encourages
caution in
wake of USM,
Bowdoin thefts

LEWISTON, MAINE
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Women's lax gives Midd first opening home-turf loss in 21 years

GARDINER NARDINI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

In response to a string of thefts
that left students at Bowdoin Col¬
lege and the University of South¬
ern Maine without their computers
and iPods, Bates Safety sent out an
e-mail alert last Tuesday warning
community members to keep close
track of their personal belongings
and avoid inadvertently opening
school buildings to outsiders.
The criminal activity was traced
to one individual, identified by the
Brunswick Police Department as 30
year old Brock Cochran, who re¬
cently gained access to academic
buildings and dormitories at both
schools and made off with per¬
sonal laptops and MP3 players.
The Security e-mail cautioned
students to secure their belongings
and warned them not to prop open
their doors.
“Security’s
recommendation
for increased campus awareness
shouldn’t place excessive burden
on anyone’s daily routine,” said
Crime Prevention Coordinator Paul
Menice in a comment to The Stu¬
dent. “Don’t prop the doors in the
residential halls. Make sure your
room is locked and don’t let people
you’re unfamiliar with piggy back
into dorms through the exterior
doors,” he urged. “It’s basically all
common sense stuff.”
The e-mail also contained three
JPEG images of the laptop looter
captured by various Bowdoin secu¬
rity cameras. He is depicted wear¬
ing blue jeans, sneakers, a jacket
and tie or black coat. He has short
reddish brown hair and is occasion¬
ally seen wearing glasses.
When noteworthy crimes oc¬
cur on college campuses, Security
officers often contact neighboring
schools to warn about potential
threats, said Menice.
“Bowdoin was giving us a heads
up that they’ve had issues and prob¬
lems - that this was happening on their
campus. Sure, the individual could
come over here. It’s also just to be
more aware in general,” said Menice,
“so there’s constant communication.”
There are currently warrants out for
Cochran’s arrest in Portland, and the
Brunswick Police Department (BPD)
has applied for its own warrant.
Thus far there has been no
known violent dimension to Co¬
chran's criminal binge. The thefts
rather seem directed at carefully
calculated targets of opportunity,
explained Sergeant Russ Wrede of
the BPD.
“As far as we know, he's still
See WARRANTS, page 5

INGRID KNOWLES/COURTESY PHOTO

Jenna Dannis '10 helps lead the women's lacrosse team to victory during Saturday's game against the Panthers at Middlebury College. The 11-9 win breaks the
Bobcats' 16-year losing streak against their NESCAC rivals.

Novice debaters show promise at Stanford
PALO PEIRCE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Brooks Quimby Debate Coun¬
cil had a successful performance at Provi¬
dence College this past weekend and a
strong showing at the Stanford University
Parliamentary Debate Tournament on the
weekend of March 6th and 7th.
Novice partners Eric Devaux T3,
Virgina Flatow T3, Catherine Djang T3
and Ben Smith T3 were all semifinalists
in the Providence College Debate Tour¬
nament, an event which featured over
60 teams. Beginning debaters, or nov¬
ices, are students who have attended
three or fewer formal competitions. De¬
spite their relative inexperience, both
teams ran complex cases.
Djang and Smith argued that Greek
victory in the Athenian context is moral,
while Devaux and Flatow argued that
Amish students should be required to
stay in school for the federally mandat¬
ed minimum time requirement.
In addition to the novice's successes
in their arena, the team of Ian Mahmud
T2 and Colin Etnire T2 performed ex¬
ceptionally well with a ninth overall
place in the varsity tournament. At
Stanford, Djang and Smith placed fifth
out of 48 teams in the novice divi-

sion,. one spot away from “breaking.”
In order to “break,” a team must last
through the first five qualifying rounds
to reach the quarterfinals, which are
comprised of 16 teams.
Although they did not reach the
quarterfinals,
Smith’s
performance
nonetheless earned him honors as
eighth place novice speaker overall for
the tournament. “It was great to meet
teams from other parts of the coun¬
try that we do not normally compete
against on the East Coast,” said Djang.
“I am incredibly proud of the
progress that our students have
made over the past year," said Jan
Hovden, director of debate. “We
have a lot of strong talented debat¬
ers that speaks well for the potential
of success of the Brooks Quimby
Debate Council.”
This supportive sentiment was
echoed by Mahmud. “The whole team
is really proud of the novices,” he said.
“Debaters like Ben, Eric, Cat, Spencer
and Virginia have spent an extraordi¬
nary amount of time both in and out of
practice debating and preparing cases
throughout the year.”
The Bates Quimby Debate Coun¬
cil has one more general tournament
at Boston University scheduled in late

March and looks to repeat its recent
successes, according to Israel Piedra
T2. “Our success throughout the year
bodes well for the competitive future of
the debate team next year and beyond,”
he said.
Several talented Bates students
will continue on to higher levels of
debate later this year. The team of
Etnire and Mahmud received an atlarge-bid inviting them to attend the
round-robin International Debate Ed¬
ucation Association British Parliamen¬
tary tournament in April sponsored by
Hobart and William Smith Colleges.
It will feature teams from across the
globe, including those from Oxford
and Cambridge. This invitation-only
debate tournament, like all interna¬
tional debates, will feature 16 teams
from various undergraduate, graduate
and law schools.
Etnire will also participate in the
National British Parliamentary Debate
Championship at Regis University
in Denver, CO, in which he will be
paired with Brooks Quimby’s Public
Relations and Alumni Affairs Offi¬
cer Ariela Silberstein TO. The debate
council meets every Monday, Wednes¬
day and Thursday at 4:15 p.m. in Pet¬
tigrew 309 and is open to all Bates
students.

Student activist condemns U.S. policy in Middle East
VANNIE SUNG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On March 11th, activist and Hunter
College student Joel Bitar travelled from
New York City to discuss his involve¬
ment with the Israeli-Palestinian dis¬
pute in Gaza in a talk sponsored by Stu¬
dents for Peace and Justice in Palestine.
Bitar offered an eyewitness perspective
on the recent Gaza Freedom March in
Cairo, Egypt.
Bitar presented a series of im-
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ages and videos taken during the
march. This media show depicted
the thousands of activists who con¬
gregated from 43 countries on Dec.
31st, 2009, to commemorate the an¬
niversary of Operation Cast Lead, a
military strike that killed approxi¬
mately 1,400 Palestinians.
At the beginning of his talk, Bitar
spoke about Gaza’s violent past. Gaza
has been a hotbed for territorial, po¬
litical and religious conflict, and the
bloodshed between Israelis and Pales¬
tinians is bitter, said Bitar.
In 2005, Israeli law forced Gaza
residents to leave their homes. After
Hamas’ election victory the following
year, the United States attempted an
unsuccessful coup costing nearly 60
million dollars, funded largely out of
taxpayers’ pockets, said Bitar.
In 2007, Hamas assumed control of
the Gaza strip as a result of constant
warfare. A ceasefire was held in effect
in June 2008, but on Nov. 4th, Israeli
forces bombed the area in an invasion
attempt. Further controversy was gener¬
ated in Sept. 2009, when Judge Richard
Goldstone produced the Goldstone Re¬
port, implicating both Israelis and Pal¬
estinians in war crimes and demanding
due justice.
Goldstone, a former South African
Constitutional Court judge, previously
served as the chief prosecutor of the
United Nations International Criminal
Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and
for Rwanda until 1996. The Goldstone
Report was created as part of an inves¬
tigation into human rights violations re¬
lated to the Gaza war, a mission created
by the United Nations Human Rights
Council and led by Goldstone himself.
Bitar described the atmosphere he

witnessed as one of extreme tension.
He recounted the dedication displayed
by the protesters he met - especially
from the French delegates who Bitar
referred to as the “most hardcore,” the
South African Trade Union, and Hedy
Epstein, a Holocaust survivor.
According to Bitar, protesters
were under perpetual surveillance by
the police and were subjected to fre¬
quent hotel room raids. In a number
of the protesters’ mobile barracks, se¬
curity repeatedly tried to block signs
and obstruct protesters’ meetings. In
Cairo, protesting is illegal. Despite
this duress, they were able to “flashmob” the Cairo Museum by posing as
tourists, ultimately forcing officials to
close the institution.
Bitar noted that although he was
once apolitical, after his immersion
in the events that had befallen Gaza
he became passionately involved. Bi¬
tar joined an anti-war network on his
campus and proclaimed himself an
“anarchist.”
Bitar heavily criticized America’s
involvement in the disputes. He con¬
demned the American media for de¬
ceiving the public by distorting facts,
stating that not one major American
news network was present in Gaza,
with the exception of independent
media figures, such as Democracy
Now and Phil Weiss. He then re¬
proved our government for its refus¬
al to take action, citing bribery as a
source of failure in Congress. Finally,
Bitar urged the American public to re¬
member our responsibility as citizens
and proposed a boycott of all com¬
panies that profit from the conflict in
Gaza. “Our duty is to act, and the time
is now,” Bitar concluded.

Mission statement
re-draft committee
disappointed by lack
of student input
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Not one student showed up for the
open forum Wednesday night to discuss
ideas for drafting a new mission statement
to replace the existing 20 year-old version, in
what student representatives of the BCSG’s
Mission and Purposes Subcommittee la¬
beled a “disappointment.”
“One of our main goals for the mission
statement is to make it representative of
the student body,” said Mikey Pasek 12, a
member of the Mission and Purposes Sub¬
committee. “But how can we rightly label
the student body when they choose not to
come and express their ideas? It makes us
drafters [of the mission statement] rather
than synthesizers.”
Despite the lack of attendance at
Wednesday’s forum, the subcommittee is still
open to receiving student feedback via the
mission statement Web site and the com¬
mittee’s e-mail address. Suggestions will be
accepted throughout the revision process,
which ends the first week of Short Term.
“We would like to see more student
contributions to the mission statement Web
site,” said Victor Babatunde ’ll, another sub¬
committee member. “Even with something
as informal as a chat with a fellow student,
we get a sense of what students would
like to see in a new mission statement for
the College.”
Students and faculty in charge of reform¬
ing the mission statement wish to express
the unique nature of the College within the
text. “It should reflect the distinctiveness of
Bates, its core values and vision,” said Ba¬
batunde. “That passion and atmosphere that
we all have come to know as unique to
Bates is what the committee wants to cap¬
ture in words.”
Subcommittee members also view de¬
scribing student life outside the classroom as
a chief priority. “One of the things we would
like to show is that Bates educates the whole
person,” said Assistant Professor of Psychol¬
ogy Nancy Koven. “This includes not only
representing academics at Bates, but athlet¬
ics and the arts as well.”
Since the College is held accountable
for living up to its mission statement, stu¬
dent representatives on the subcommittee
also view the reform process as a method
with which to implement change.
“All of the institutional boards have
to connect what they do to the mission
statement,” said Pasek. “If you think arts
should be getting more of a focus, you
have to advocate for this change. It’s
easier to work on the ground level by
amending the mission statement.”
For dance major Kira Gavin 12, a new
mission statement represents an opportunity
to draw the administration’s attention to the
importance of the arts at Bates and to pro¬
pose reforms.
“I want to include the arts in the mission
statement to try and get funds for a new art
building,” she said. “One of the things I re¬
ally don’t like is that you can’t work in Olin
unless you are an art major. Art Commons is
great, but we need more space.”
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Is fashion the only
Letter
to
the
Editor
issue controversial
enough to warrant The Student should not promote
opinions that reinforce societal flaws
input from the
Bates community?
V'
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To the Editor,

MARIAM ALAM
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

As both the Manag¬
ing Editor of the Forum
section and a regular
reader of The Student, I have appreciat¬
ed the amount of input our newspaper
has received from students who are not
mandated to write for Forum because
of their positions as staff writers. Not
only has this made my weekly job of
space filling infinitely easier, it has also
brought a variety of new and interesting
voices to a section that is typically dom¬
inated by a set of regular writers. But
though the opinions expressed in these
Letters to the Editor have been welcome
additions to The Student, they have all
centered on one subject area - fashion.
The Forum section is what its name
implies - an arena for the exchange
of ideas and opinions. Fashion is, of
course, as valid a topic as any for dis¬
cussion and discourse - and every Let¬
ter to the Editor published on this sub¬
ject in the past few weeks has added
something valuable to the ongoing con¬
versation of what fashion is and how
it should be represented at Bates. But
why is it that fashion has inspired the
most heated debate in the pages of The
Student this year?
I do not mean to weigh in on the
fashion debate through this article. But,
I find it somewhat distressing that other
topics that are just as salient, or perhaps
even more so, do not spark similar de¬
bate within the student community at
Bates. Yes, fashion is an expression of
self, something highly valued by many
of us Bobcats. But what of the political
opinions expressed in Forum weekly?
What of the discussion of College poli¬
cies that affect each of us on a daily
basis? What of the animated and vivid
depictions of life at our school?
The Best Dressed column that has
sparked so much debate was published
in the same issue of The Student that

saw opinion pieces about abstinence
education and the College’s failure to
attract and provide name-brand Com¬
mencement speakers. That week, the
Sex at Bates column proposed that
Valentine’s Day be celebrated by con¬
sensual sexual violence. The March 2nd
issue included a call for gender-neutral
housing at Bates. Are these controver¬
sial issues not worthy of debate and
attention to an equal or even greater
degree than fashion? I find it hard to be¬
lieve that those who read The Student
in the past few weeks did not have any
reaction to any article except for those
about fashion.
I do not write this article in an ef¬
fort to draw more attention or debate
to my own pieces in The Student. Cer¬
tainly, articles exalting “Midd Kid” do
not really warrant much of a response.
Nor am I pleading for heightened at¬
tention to the paper for which I write.
As is evidenced by the ongoing fashion
debate both within and outside of the
pages of this newspaper, a large portion
of the student body reads The Student.
I do ask, however, that Bates students
step outside of the “Bates Bubble” that
the opinions expressed in Forum try to
puncture each week and consider some
of the pressing issues affecting both the
Bates community and those outside of
it. Forum serves as an excellent means
for informal debate between students,
staff and faculty at Bates. That we only
discuss fashion - and not the changes
in housing policy or the controversial
war memorial to be built on campus or
the joblessness of many of our peers
- does not adequately represent or
speak highly of the ideas and activism
abounding in our community. I do not
call for the end to the debate on fashion
in this newspaper. In fact, I welcome
more input from the student body on
this subject. But I do call for similar fer¬
vor in response to the many issues rep¬
resented within The Student each week
and to those that spark debate outside
of these pages.

Correction: The March 9th issue of The Student incor¬
rectly credited this semester’s Mainstage Production, “You
Can’t Take it With You,” to the Robinson Players. The show
was in fact produced, as it is every semester, by the Theater
Department.

Share Your Opinion!
Anyone can write for the Forum section. If you have a reaction or
opinion you would like printed, please e-mail it to
malam@bates.edu by 6 p.m. on Sundays.
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fit. I pity the fact that looking pre¬
sentable is such an important part of
some individuals’ upbringing, because
1 was taught to focus on developing
true merit and integrity. If I honestly
considered learning how to physically
present myself an “integral part of my
education,” I would not be paying so
much to attend this academically pres¬
tigious institution.
Gaffney’s Letter to the Editor is
also blatantly contradictory. It states
that “clothes are a form of expression,”
while promoting the dress code rules
of conforming and pretentious private
schools across the pond. Gaffney also
attempts to refute Kervick’s point that
wearing sweatpants to class is okay by
suggesting that similar attire at a job

*
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interview would be inappropriate. On
that topic, I commend the points made
by Regina Tavani TO in the article “The
Perils of Ripped Pantyhose,” published
in the same issue of The Student. I be¬
lieve that The Student should promote
those who speak out against the fact
that I am expected to spend hundreds
of dollars on a pant suit in order to be
taken seriously at a job interview and
not those who highlight the reality of
this societal flaw. Should I not show up
to an interview if I am fat5 Because like
it or not, 1 will be judged for that too.
I’m sorry, but I’m not going to just sit
back and accept that.
Annie Cravero T3

Bates students should
embrace their elite status
and the College’s prestige
rather than hide from it
DOUG RAY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

fairly high sum as far as I am concerned
(to be fair though, one acquaintance of
mine, who surely beats me in elitism,
noted that some people make more
than that in a year). Many colleges simi¬
lar to ours outside of the Northeast (and
even in the Northeast) would feel lucky
to have even $100 million in their en¬
dowments. So while we might not be
sitting on a billion dollars, this college is
by no means poor. Most things at Bates
are very well funded and several clubs
have budgets greater than what the av¬
erage annual American income.
Forgetting about the raw numbers
for a moment, there is a sort of philo¬
sophical error in the thinking of many
Bates students. We are generally smart,

First, before I get started here, I
want to make one thing abundantly
clear: I understand that many of the
things I am about to say may be offen¬
sive to some and are not exactly appli¬
cable on a global scale. Not everyone
at Bates, or in any population the size
of ours, can succinctly fit within the
confines of one particular stereotype,
but there are certainly an abundance
of parallels that we can draw across
our campus.
That being said, I have to say that,
as my time here at this esteemed aca¬
demic institution wanes, I worry about
how we portray ourselves in our
own minds. I perceive that Bates
students believes that, for a vari¬
ety of reasons, they are somehow
“...our undying social
disconnected from being consid¬
conscience,
need for extreme
ered part of the American or global
elite, and that, furthermore, some¬
environmental sustainability and
how being a part of the academic,
the Bates fashion sensibility...
economic, social and artistic elite is
tend to highlight our need to be
something that we should without
fail abhor and evade.
one with what Marx termed the
Certainly, our undying social
Proletariat.”
conscience, need for extreme en¬
vironmental sustainability and the
Bates fashion sensibility, all of
which I have certainly bought into,
all tend to highlight our need to be one free-thinking and well-spoken individu¬
with what Marx termed the Proletariat. als; however, a number of us would like
In fact, despite whatever economic or to hide behind a facade of what is in
social background we come from, we many cases the opposite of who we are,
all attend a school that will hypotheti¬ in order to save face and look “cool” in
cally only accept the best and brightest our own special way.
Now, before I get too ahead of my¬
students and then charge them a small
self, I should say, to the Batesie who jet
fortune in order to graduate.
Think back to your high school sets to the third world country of the
years - you were probably among the moment to go and help the people there
top graduates in your class. For the build a school, the Batesie who chooses
Class of 2011, 31 percent of students only to eat the most local and most sus¬
graduated in the top five percent of the tainably grown produce, or (as recent
class, and more than half were in the banter in The Student might suggest)
top 10 percent. On top of that, you may wears clothing bought second hand (or
have also been among the most ath¬ at least designed to look second hand)
letic or artistic in your grade - maybe - your causes are noble causes, and I
even both. The fact of the matter is this don’t fault you on them. However, you
school accepts less than 30 percent of must also accept that these ventures
all applicants, and that figure has steadi¬ will inevitably cost money to do, and, in
ly dropped over time. No matter how most cases, this is money that the vast
you try to shake it, Bates’ admissions majority of people in the United States
process favors the best, the most excep¬ could not even fathom having to throw
tional and the most interesting people around on altruistic ventures. It is hard
to save the world when eating dinner
of our generation.
We are perpetually told that our en¬ can be a struggle. We can espouse as
dowment is low. And maybe it is com¬ much liberal, libertarian, enlightened,
pared to a handful of the best schools in progressive, Marshall Plan-esque, obthe country, which we are among, but jectivist or even conservative ideals as
let’s not forget that our endowment is we can muster through any number
over a quarter of a billion dollars - a of means, but we should also accept

that in order to change the world, we
all have to make huge financial invest¬
ments. We are lucky to be in a position
where we have this luxury. We should
not shy away from this reality.
To an extent, we do not hide from
our true nature. One can consider any
number of things as iconic of our elit¬
ism. Plop oneself into a student parking
lot at this college and count the foreign
cars (I have done this several times,
and in any given Bates parking lot, you
should expect to find no more than two
domestic cars parked in student spots).
Consider the stores we like to shop
in, the activities we like to do and the
things we aspire to be. I would like to
once see a show of hands here of how
many people’s families own multiple
properties - I know there are a lot of
you out there.
Bates, like any of our peer insti¬
tution costs a small fortune to attend.
But ultimately, I believe I got a pretty
good bang for my buck here. This
school actually has pretty good fa¬
cilities and considering its size, the
breadth of academic and extracur¬
ricular options is extensive. Here, we
buy into the idea of involvement and
get to know our professors. We de¬
velop relationships as a community
instead of driving home each night to
hang out watching reruns of Cheers
in our parents’ basement.
Let’s be clear though, while many
of us have probably worked in me¬
nial jobs over the summer (I, for
one, have held a variety of personas
including two summers as a trash
collector), most of us will never pur¬
sue a career in an automotive assem¬
bly line, as a hotel cleaning lady or
any other working class job for more
than a brief period of time. Many of
my peers are currently seeking out
employment, and are getting what
I consider to be high-paying offers
for their services. Less than a year
out of Bates, it is not uncommon for
graduates to be making close to six
figures in jobs of surprisingly high
power and influence.
I do not think these are things
from which we need to hide or that
we need to pretend do not exist. I
am proud to be an elitist and you
should be too. Consider truthfully,
for one second, what it means to
be elite: “a group or class of per¬
sons enjoying superior intellectual
or social or economic status.” We are
among the best and the brightest of
our generation, and we should not
be ashamed of that.
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Sports

1 am personally appalled by opin¬
ions expressed by Ben Gaffney TO
in his Letter to the Editor, published
in the March 9th issue of The Bates
Student. First of all, Mollie Kervick
T3 states explicitly in her letter that
she “know[s] many people judge oth¬
ers on their wardrobes,” the point of
her article was that The Bates Student
should not be promoting this shal¬
low attitude. If I thought i was be¬
ing judged on what I wear as intently
as Gaffney suggests, I would not get
up in the morning. It is absurd that
I should have to consider the stereo¬
typing of my geographic origins and
political views when I choose an out¬

-

Checks cast he mailed to
The Bates Student
332 Bates College
Lewiston, ME 04240
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Warm weather is
conducive to our
happiness but not
to our academic
success
LIZ MILLER
STAFF WRITER

March is supposed
to be one of the most
miserable
months
of the year. Being a
March 8th baby, I have experienced the
tribulations of the month’s attempted
festivities. Growing up, I remember try¬
ing disastrously to have cheerful birth¬
day parties in the beginning of March.
They always ended in a gaggle of tem¬
peramental girls loosing their sanity to
cabin fever. It was always too cold and
gloomy to have parties outside, with
the mud and slush wreaking havoc on
every step. But, after the long months
of heartache spent indoors, no one
really wanted to celebrate inside my
small Vermont home, staring longingly
through the windows and hoping for
spring to come. The usual staleness sur¬
rounding the supposed merriments of
my birthday has left me with a resound¬
ing resentment toward the month. It is
a bitterness I’ve come to accept. That
is why the overwhelming presence of
spring that has come this March has
thrown me for a loop.
Of course, I am irresistibly happy
the sunshine has arrived. As with many,
my mood is quite weather-dependent.
During the week of rain we recendy
had, I found myself huddled under the
sheets writing dark poetry. It was too
cold to go outside, too wet to ski. Then
the sun arrived and I remembered what
jubilation felt like. The almost recordbreaking warmth of this last week has
brought on serious spring fever. Walk¬
ing around prematurely in sandals,
watching people frolic in skirts and play
Frisbee barefoot on the Quad, I thought
Short Term had arrived. But, it hasn’t. I
still have my thesis to write.
I spent the last few days so ecstatic
that I could go for a run without my
snot freezing that I began to forget
that my thesis was due in less than a
month. The outside world was again my
playground and I became a child en¬
chanted by it. I was so happy with the
weather this past Thursday that I sat on
my porch with the intention of crank¬
ing away at my work, only to spend the
next two hours distracted by toddlers
on bikes and the way the sun gleamed
off the trees. I sat down to work again
on Friday, only to be swept away by a
long walk into Lewiston.
I do agree that the sunshine makes

me happy, but maybe too much happi¬
ness isn’t good for us at this juncture.
They always say that absence makes the
heart grow fonder. I think this is incred¬
ibly true of warm weather. Maybe the
month of March is so terrible in order to
make us more ready for when the sun
finally comes at the end of April. This
season, with no snow to keep us enter¬
tained, we expect the gentle weather to
come and stay. After such a mild winter,
the warmth seems to be getting only
exponentially warmer. At this rate, we
will expect the heat waves of late sum¬
mer during Short Term.
Nice weather makes us more so¬
cial. We want to run with joined hands,
skipping through the Quad, or sit in a
circle and talk about our high spirits.
Thesis-writing seniors can’t afford to be
social. This is why March, though at¬
mospherically terrible, is conducive to
our academic success. We sit in small,
stuffy rooms, knowing it isn’t any bet¬
ter outside, avoiding the depressing
appearance of melting snow. Can you
imagine trying to write a thesis during
Short Term when the temperature is in
the high 60s and it is sunny every day?
The misery of March secludes us. It lets
us harness our inspiration in solitude.
My advice to those entering crunch
time: enjoy the sunshine, but do so in
moderation. It’s all about trying to find
a balance, something I have yet to mas¬
ter. Try to plan one outside activity a
day. Don’t try to avoid the outdoors
completely and sit in a room looking
out at the beautiful day, wishing you
could play in it. That will only make
you more miserable. Don’t let the pre¬
mature warmth consume you. Then you
may have to endure another Maine win¬
ter when you are forced to return for an
extra semester.
Spend a couple hours out on a
walk. Take a break in the middle of the
day to climb and fall out of a tree. Ab¬
sorb the sunshine as much as you can
during that time and make it last for the
rest of the day. Or work outside, but
do it somewhere away from people and
distractions. The spring air is a beauti¬
ful thing but also another distraction to
which we cannot succumb. Of course,
I don’t want the spring to go away and
come back in Short Term. It helps keep
me sane. I’m just saying it needs to curb
its enthusiasm a little. If only it could
bloom when I’m out walking to class or
going for a run and then take a break
when I’m writing my thesis.

Our never-ending parties
Antiquated two-party
system hinders American
government’s success
BLAISE LUCEY
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

If you’re reading
this, you’re probably
in Commons and you forgot to call a
friend for company. If you’re reading
this and you’re sitting next to a friend,
that’s kind of awkward, isn’t it? Unless
it’s lunch, I guess. Maybe you acciden¬
tally picked this up thinking it was
the New York Times. Either way, lean
over to the nearest person and ask
them this: “Hey, what’s a Republi¬
can? What’s a Democrat?” If you hear
qualifier adjectives such as stupid,
elite, naive, etc. try to stop them and
have them start over. What, exactly,
are the values that make Republicans
and Democrats so different?
Frankly, I believe that the party
line between Democrats and Repub¬
licans has become a massive blur
of emotion, a beautiful mosaic of
propaganda that has been retrieved,
sopping wet, from a lake. People
mostly decide the party to which they
belong by the social values espoused
by the party. Abortion and gay marriage
come to mind. These are two of the is¬
sues that really make people jump into
one camp or the other.
Religious? Head toward the G.O.P.
Coastal elite? Throw yourself into the
Democrats. Make sure to forget that
these really aren’t political issues.
Someone else’s sexual or religious be¬
lie/s are not fundamental to the run¬
ning of this country, but these social
issues have become the most noted
values of Democrats and Republicans.
People join a party on the basis of
these values, then adopt everything
else that the party has to offer, and
proceed to demean and wave fingers
at the people on the other side.
Politics are not sports. Let me say
that again: politics are not sports. This
isn’t a contest to see which team’s poli¬
cies get passed. It’s not the Donkey

States versus the Elephant States. It’s the
United States. What makes you a Demo¬
crat or a Republican? Why are people
so angry about climate change? Why
are they so fearful about Obama turn¬
ing America into a socialist country? For
the love of God, one of the top three
most searched “S” questions on Google
is “What is socialism?”
These aren’t issues which should
turn people into Incredible Hulks. The
government isn’t going to abandon

"...politics are not sports. This
isn’t a contest to see which
team’s policies get passed. It’s
not the Donkey States versus
the Elephant States. It’s the
United States. "

capitalism overnight. A proposition
that states the Earth is getting warmer
shouldn’t cause people to jump into
one party or another and angrily decry
the opponents of their particular side.
That just isn’t productive.
By strictly maintaining two parties
and not allowing any other parties to
form with our ridiculously antiquated
voting system, we’ve become mired by
our own inability to compromise. First
of all, we need a system where voters
can rate their top three candidates and
those points are added for each candi¬
date to decide a winner. Is that so com¬
plicated? Instead, the right moves far¬
ther right and the left moves farther left.
The media makes sure the gap widens
and deepens with every tiny jab.
Anyone who tries to negotiate is
seen as either a traitor or a hero. We are
actually blown away when a Republi¬
can comes forth to vote for a Democrat
bill. Is this where we are now? Honestly,

we may be at a point in our country’s
history where we’d be better off with
no political parties. Both parties have
only served to isolate two halves of the
country who have a lot more problems
in common than they have differences.
Meanwhile, newspapers record ev¬
ery movement of the healthcare “re¬
form” bill (remember when it was na¬
tional healthcare?) like it’s some kind
of gigantic game changer. Since when
is forcing uninsured Americans to buy
insurance some subversive social¬
ist ploy? I’m from Massachusetts
- we’ve had this deal for a while
now. It’s too late for Obama to be
a normal, capitalist President, any¬
way. Ever since he preserved tens
of thousands of American jobs with
the stimulus bill, he has forever
been labeled a socialist.
The new jobs bill, of course,
passed through the Senate with
barely a cough (70:28), despite the
fact that the government is basically
paying companies to employ people.
Socialism! Massachusetts’ shiny new
Republican Senator, Scott Brown,
was criticized by conservatives simply
for voting for this thing, while being
glamorized for doing so by being spe¬
cifically mentioned in papers. Bipartisan
displays really are that exotic now. Still,
this bill shows that we, as Americans,
do still have worries in common. Our
country is exhausted by this endless
party soap-boxing.
I’m done with the interminable
whining about bipartisanship. I’m
done with the whole partisan thing
in general. Oops, but, without party
labels, how can we generalize and as¬
sume an entire party’s agenda by us¬
ing one party member’s actions? How
can different media outlets pander to,
and inflame, specific audiences? With¬
out parties, maybe our elected repre¬
sentatives would actually be able to
focus beyond “party politics” and, the¬
oretically, focus on the political bills
in front of them. That was their job at
some point, wasn’t it?

Manipulative practice
of “strategic texting”
complicates romantic
BATES RATES relationships
n
acters or less. At first, it is easy to think
that a text message’s space limitation is
a blessing. A sender is required to suc¬
cinctly say precisely what they mean,
I was about 12
utilizing as few words as possible. But,
years old when text
it is the very nature of a text message’s
messaging was first
size that also makes this form of tech¬
mass-marketed.
I
nological contact all the more likely to
remember the first
cause confusion, misinterpretation, and
commercials for text-enabled phones
strife. It is true that one often feels more
very vividly. I was intrigued by the col¬
comfortable saying in a text that which
orful gloved hands that swept across
they are unable to say in person. And
the screen, sure that these fingers were
yes, a text message feels much more ca¬
uniquely evolved to speedily operate a
sual than a phone call. However, this is
cell phone keypad with particular ease.
what has also led to an entire romantic
My adolescent mind spent a certain
culture overly entrenched in what I re¬
amount of time grappling with what
fer to as “strategic texting.”
true benefit text messaging could pro¬
Such strategic texting has morphed
vide to the consumer. The only thing
to take on many forms, but all parties in¬
that stuck out to me in any of the adver¬
volved are almost always guilty of some
tisements was mention of the fact that
kind of strategizing. I must note that I
far less effort might be required to find
can obviously only speak on this matter
people that had been lost at a loud con¬
from a female perspective. Yes, it may
cert. This seemed like a perfectly rea¬
be true that one gender is significantly
sonable use of such “new” technology.
more likely to openly discuss their tex¬
But, I thought, if under normal soundtual strategizing, but I remain convinced
level circumstances a person could take
that males spend just as much time, if
the time to type out a whole message,
not more, texting members of the op¬
wouldn’t it be even simpler to just make
posite sex. Therefore, while I can only
an old-fashioned phone call?
assume the sort of calculated consider¬
Ten years later, I’m still not con¬
ation taken by my male peers, I firmly
vinced that text messages are signifi¬
maintain that it still takes place.
cantly more convenient or time efficient
It may seem that strategic texting is
than a normal phone call. However, I
futile. When the person on the other
have been forced to embrace the per¬
end reads it, it will still come across
vasiveness of text messaging among all
as exactly what it is - a choppy, frag¬
cell phone users under the age of 50.
mented sentence supplying limited in¬
Furthermore, texting has evolved to be¬
formation. But what is “encoded” in
come a central component of romantic
such fragments has become subjected
relationships. It has become accepted
to endless amounts of “textual analysis”
that the first stage of any relationship
as well. In the library this past week, I
is marked by consistent textual contact.
made a conscious decision to actually
Recently, I overheard a friend offering
look up each and every time I heard a
advice to an underclassman about her
cell phone beep, buzz or vibrate. Need¬
most recent crush. The first thing she
less to say, in a centralized location like
asked? “Have you two texted yet?”
the library’s first floor, this happened
Texting serves a purpose similar
almost constantly. With every text re¬
to that of instant messaging in middle
ceived, the cell phone’s owner very of¬
^^choolJj3utjiowijtj3nl^akes>260_char-_
ZOE ROSENTHAL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Club 207

Half dance, half
wrestling match.

Purim Party

And attendance
to Hillel meetings
skyrockets...

Daylight Savings Time

Housing lottery

^

Why does it always
have to happen on
Sundays?

Too bad the offcampus housing
deadline passed...

ten leaned over to whatever friend sat
closest to them and, in muffled voices,
both proceeded to question and the
meaning of the text that had just been
received.
This results in an endless array of
strategic texting responses. Wait 25 min¬
utes and then respond. Wait four hours
and then respond without bothering
to apologize for the delay. Wait three
hours and respond, explaining that your
cell phone has been stuck between the
cushions of your couch. Respond im¬
mediately. Respond immediately, but
only with a one-word answer. Respond
with a question in order to elicit a text
message back. Ignore the text message.
I’m sure that while some may read
this nodding their heads in agreement,
(probably as their cell phones vibrate
in their pockets), many others sternly
assert that they take no part in this
manipulative practice. Still, no one is
truly immune. Simply participating in
either end of a text message exchange
now necessitates the awareness that
these short conversational fragments
are actually far from casual. A text
message’s brevity is no longer a bless¬
ing. Rather, it only increases the realm
of possible interpretations. Clearly, we
have moved far away from the original
purpose of text messaging. Technolo¬
gy will only continue to advance, pro¬
viding more and more opportunities
to limit face-to-face contact. As much
as I feel that we may have reached a
point of no return with regard to the
degree to which text messages play a
leading role in budding relationships,
I hope that there may be a chance to
still turn this trend around. So this
weekend, make an actual phone call
when you can. Text only if you re¬
ally do have just a few words to say.
And remember that when you receive
at text that reads “Yeah,” that may in
fact be all that it means.
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The nuisance of clogged
Prevalence of
"huffing" among inboxes: seeking relief from
suburban youth the constant e-mail influx
indicates
greater need for
creative outlets,
artistic programs
JAMIE CRAGN0LINE
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

CONOR MESSINGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In a recent study by the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad¬
ministration (SAMHSA) the lifetime rate
of inhalant use for 12-year-olds in 2008
was 6.9 percent, ahead of 51 percent
for prescription drugs and far surpassing
the rate of marijuana use at a meager
1.4 percent. While the low popularity
of marijuana among youths may seem
surprising to some, the reality is that the
accessibility of inhalants overrides the
cost and difficulty that obtaining mari¬
juana requires.
These numbers are fairly stagger¬
ing and dangerous considering the
health hazards presented by inhal¬
ants. Vapors can harm the liver and
other organs and can cause the heart
to stop, or “sudden sniffing death,”
from the first huff alone. Kids find
easy access to all types of inhalants,
from air fresheners, to polish, to glue
and markers, with chemicals such as
butane presenting the greatest dan¬
ger (theantidrug.com).
Anti-drug groups such as TheAntiDrug.com urge parents to keep kids
away from inhalants and to warn
them of the dangers they present.
While such an initiative is valid, it
fails to address key issues and ideas
about kids. It addresses the means
but does not look toward the ends
of the problem. Moreover, kids are
interested and curious. They can see
beyond the monotony of life around
them. They want something more
and, in the case of inhalants, the de¬
sire and the drugs’ accessibility al¬
lows for their popularity.
Furthermore, data shows that kids
from suburban areas are more likely to
use inhalants or other drugs. The Nar¬
cotic, Alcohol, Inhalant and Violence
Education program (NAIVE), which
works to prevent drug use among kids
in the suburbs of Philadelphia, an area
in which drug abuse by adolescents is
prevalent, reflects the truth of this phe¬
nomenon. This information is not sur¬
prising. As a middle schooler, I remem¬

ber hanging out with kids who took part
in such activities. These kids were more
or less from middle class, or upper mid¬
dle class suburbs, such as Reston Town
Center, VA, and Bethesda, MD.
Reston is a development placed
deep in the suburbs, containing every
chain you could possible imagine - in
other words, the ideal “town.” Yet, such
areas are terribly shut off from cultural
reality: museums, record stores, art
classes. Furthermore, arts programs
in public schools have gone through
waves of budget cuts, giving students
who might not see themselves as ath¬
letes no room for outlets. These kids
find themselves in the monotonous
world of suburbia and their escapism
through inhalants can be seen as a
logical corollary.
Yet escapism does not solely ac¬
count for this behavior. We need to give
kids more credit as the creative thinkers
that they are. They yearn for something
greater. Kids need creative vehicles for
their natural drive. Children should be
enrolled in arts classes, or music lessons,
or school plays, and as many parents
can simply not afford such programs,
public schools must provide these op¬
portunities for students.
I find myself harkening back to
Joey Ramone, “All the kids wanna sniff
some glue/ All the kids want some¬
thin’ to do.” Such bald lyrics resemble
this idea. Kids realize the mundanity
of suburbia and the lack of creative
vehicles around them. It’s time for par¬
ents to find meaningful ends to their
weak rhetoric. It’s time for schools to
put money back into the arts.
Furthermore, kids are constant ques¬
tioners. Simply telling your child to stop
doing what they’re doing is not only
an ineffective strategy but also one that
misses the greater picture and limits op¬
portunities for kids to develop and look
at the world in more meaningful ways.
Let us look at this study as a
chance to reinvestigate the minds of
the youth, to give them credit for their
creative thought and to push for a
greater cultural wealth within the sub¬
urbs of America.

E-mails. We are
all a victim of them,
and we all spend a
fair amount of time complaining about
them. If I spent less time complaining
about the amount of e-mails we get, I’d
probably be lot further along in my the¬
sis. However, that would be no fun. The
fact of the matter is that my life revolves
around e-mail. And, I don’t like it at all.
On the average day, I will get out of
my 9:30 class to discover that I already
have 36 Announce e-mails alone, not
to mention other non-announce (yet
.equally irrelevant) e-mails. I don’t know
when all these people sending count¬
less e-mails get up and start their days,
but before I eat breakfast, I have up¬
wards of 50 new messages in my inbox.
This obscene number of cyber commu¬
nications makes me feel that upon en¬
tering the library or any other indoor
space, I need to dart directly to the
nearest kiosk like it’s a crack dispenser.
Even if I checked my e-mail 15 minutes
before, who knows if this would be the
one time I actually have a relevant, im¬
portant one?
If I have this amount of e-mails be¬
fore my brain is even working properly
in the morning, we have a problem. I
look back on a bright spot in my college
career. When I was abroad, I remember
being removed from the Announce list
serve. For a few brief months, I was
able to live my life without the incon¬
venience of having to delete coundess
e-mails everyday. Of course, this did
not reduce the amount of people that
still thought I was readily and regularly

checking my e-mail despite being in a
developing country with no steady and
reliable Internet source.
This brings me to my main point of
grievance. I feel that increasingly, more
and more people expect me to be ac¬
cessible by e-mail at every moment of
the day. I’ve sort of gotten it into my
head that if I don’t get to my e-mail
every five minutes, something bad will
happen - pretty much anything short
of the world ending. For instance, if I
let my e-mail-checking slide, I miss the
opportunities to pick up work shifts at
my campus jobs, I might miss an advi¬
sor meeting that was rescheduled in the
last minute, and I might find that sev¬
eral conferences I thought I had were
actually canceled. Basically, my life be¬
comes a big mess.
E-mail has enabled us to live up
to the last minute, with no remem¬
brance of what it is to stick to plans.
Nothing is a done deal until it’s ac¬
tually happening. Gone are the days
of letters and memos and messages
on dry-erase boards. But more so,
e-mail has also allowed us to com¬
municate without any real commu¬
nication - what I mean by this is
that e-mail is incredibly impersonal.
One e-mail can be sent to hundreds
of people, and there’s no verifica¬
tion that anyone actually reads it. Email is a one-way road, and we are
detaching ourselves from the very
people we are trying to reach.
While this may seem a little dra¬
matic, the rise of e-mail is really only
a large problem for people like me people without iPhones and Crackberries. Call me old school, but I’m pretty
sure all my phone can do is place and
receive phone calls and texts. No Inter¬

net surfing or e-mail checking for me.
A common topic of discussion among
my friends and I has been an aversion
toward these technological devices. We
don’t need these crazy contraptions un¬
til we are in the real world - this post¬
college dimension that we have con¬
structed for ourselves. However, I have
realized that even now I am expected
to operate like I am constantly online.
I wonder what would happen if
we swore off of e-mail at Bates for a
while. Of course, this would have to
be all or nothing - stragglers could
not remain hooked to their Gmails, or
the whole social experiment would
go down the tubes. I argue that there
would be some positive reactions.
People would have to stick to their
plans. There would be no going back,
because, well, there would be no way
of doing anything on short notice.
We would all rely more on concrete
plans, of which I’m a big fan. At any
given time, ask me what I’m doing for
the next few hours, and I will often
be pretty uncertaing - not because
my life is (that) disorganized, but be¬
cause I figure that everything on my
agenda will get changed around sev¬
eral times before it happens. I would
almost prefer that things just stay the
way they are.
We all know we are too far gone
for this to ever happen. Instead, we
are only going to keep moving for¬
ward until we all have e-mail check¬
ing devices on our persons, probably
soon to be imbedded in our very bod¬
ies so we are connected at all times.
As for me, I’m going to see how well
I can get by with carrier pigeons.
Hopefully, this article will make it to
the paper in time.

©tatt?
Craigslist Edition
$8000

Going price for a “rare copy” of the Declaration of Independence in
Flager Beach, Florida.
$20

Cost of 15 minutes with the self-proclaimed “sexy Arabic phone sex girl.”
$15

Cost of “Weird stuff from my storage shed” in Tampa Bay, Florida.
$50

Amount offered to anyone willing to sit in a bathtub full of noodles in a one-piece
bathing suit.

Pancakes
What you could receive for cleaning out one woman’s litter box in Baltimore,
Maryland.
Source: Craigslist.com
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Stringfellow award recipient Doria' 10 recognized for service to community
RACHEL HASTINGS & ZOE ROSENTHAL
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR &
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The 10th annual William Stringfel¬
low Awards for Justice and Peace were
presented on Sunday, March 14th in the
Benjamin Mays Center to Kate Doria TO
and Outright I/A.
The Stringfellow Award, presented by
the Bates Office of the Multifaith Chap¬
lain, recognizes students and community
organizations that work to promote jus¬
tice and peace while fighting inequality
and social problems in the world around
them. The award is named after William
Stringfellow ’49, who began his career in
social activism while at Bates. Stringfel¬
low, who went on to be a lawyer and an
advocate for the underserved and impov¬
erished, published over a dozen books
about ethics and theology.
Stringfellow recipient Kate Doria TO,
a resident of Middlebury, Vt., first volun¬
teered locally through service learning proj¬
ects with the Lewiston High School Teen
Parenting Center and Lots to Gardens. Her
work with these projects, Doria said, helped
her to realize that she sought “a more sus¬

that I did not need to travel abroad to be
involved in social justice work,” Doria said.
“.. .Some of the same issues are relevant in
rural Vermont or Lewiston.”
In the summer of 2009, Doria trav¬
elled to Uganda to complete the New
England Global Issues Internship in
which she spent five weeks working
with non-profit organizations. Later that
summer, Doria received a Summer Com¬
munity Fellowship through the Harward
Center, allowing her to partner with the
Willowell Foundation.
The Willowell
Foundation in Monkton, Vt., is a not-forprofit organization dedicated to support¬
ing sustainable ecological land practices,
as stated on the group’s Web site.
At Bates, Doria has worked with En¬
vironmental Coordinator Julie Rosenbach
to develop more sustainable transportation
options, and she also coordinates Trinity
Center student volunteers for the Harward
Center. Doria noted, however, that “My fo¬
cus has been, for the most part, outside the
boundaries of the campus.
“I encourage students on the Bates
campus to embrace the issue of education¬
al injustices existing within one mile of our
campus,” she added.
In order to help work to achieve the

tained partnership with a community or¬
ganization,” which led to her involvement
with the Trinity Jubilee Center’s after school
homework help program. “1 went to the
[Trinity Jubilee Center] on the first day of
my junior year,” said Doria. “I went back a
second and a third day, and now I’ve been
there every day for almost two years.” Now,
Doria is the coordinator of the program.
Doria’s volunteerism has also taken
her abroad. While still in high school,
Doria travelled to Romania with a group
from her church in Vermont in the sum¬
mers of 2005 and 2006. During these
trips, Doria helped to organize a camp
that offered inner-city children the op¬
portunity to travel to the countryside and
take classes in English. When Doria re¬
turned to Romania in 2008, the group she
traveled with partnered with a non-profit
organization in Timisoara, Romania, to
provide a remodeled program for the
participating Romanian students, as they
had begun to arrive at the camps already
proficient in English. The new program
offered community-based activities for
the students, such as one project in which
students cleaned a courtyard to allow
space for a new community garden.
“This project opened my eyes to see

Award’s goals, Doria offers two sugges¬
tions: “Don’t feel overwhelmed. There
are a lot of needs in the world but we
all have things to share,” and “Be gen¬
erous. Don’t be afraid to give time to
others.”
“Bates is a busy place and no one
ever seems to have enough time. How¬
ever, it doesn’t take four years to find out
that you can’t do everything you would
like. Pick something - a cause, a com¬
munity, whatever it is, and be generous,”
said Doria.
Stringfellow recipient Outright I/A,
founded in 1996, works to empower
youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bisex¬
ual, transgender or are questioning their
identities through educational and social
opportunities. The organization also
seeks to combat prejudice and violence
against the LGBTQ community, and col¬
laborates with gay/straight alliances at lo¬
cal schools.
Also present at the event were repre¬
sentatives of previous Stringfellow Award
recipients, which included Lots to Gar¬
dens, the Sc. Mary’s Health Center youth
program, the Maine People’s Alliance, the
Dow ntown Educational Collaborative and
social justice educator Margot Fine ’03.

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA RELATIONS
COURTESY PHOTO

Kate Doria '10 received this year's
Stringfellow award for her
demonstrated commitment to social
justice.

Yale Prof, uses lit. to trace history of American prisons
PALO PEIRCE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Professor Caleb Smith, Assistant
Professor of English and Associate Di¬
rector of Undergraduate Studies at Yale
University delivered a critique of the
American incarceration system to an
intimate audience onMonday, March
15th at 7:30 p.m. in Muskie Archives.
The talk was sponsored by the Depart¬
ment of English through the Emily Car¬
rol Carleton Lecture and was funded by
the King Family Charitable Lead Trust.
Smith, who received his under¬
graduate degree from University of
California, Berkeley and his doctorate
in English from Duke University, de¬
scribed his new book, “The Prison and
the American Imagination.” Throughout
the lecture, Smith explained how he
employed the use of political, legal and
literary texts to trace the concept of de¬
humanization in prison captivity from
the antebellum period to modem day
America.
Smith described in his presenta¬
tion how his book is divided into three
main parts mirroring the history of the
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Yale's Assistant Professor of English Caleb Smith discuses his recent scholarship,
which uses literary texts to trace the development of prison systems in the U.S.

U.S. prisoner: “Bom Again,” “Rebirth,”
and “Afterlives.” Throughout the book,
he draws upon the works of Walt
Whitman, Emily Dickinson and Her¬
man Melville to prove that nineteenth
century societal morals promoted the
use of solitary confinement and other
dehumanizing tactics throughout the
American incarceration system. He ex¬
plained that this solitary confinement
theory used widely across American
prisons was developed in tandem with
the romantic ideals of self-reliance and
reflection. According to Smith, many
believed that solitary confinement actu¬
ally helped people renovate their souls
and would lead to a glorious return to
citizenship.
Smith then illustrated the trans¬
formation of American penitentiaries
from their “golden age” in nineteenth
century to the modem “Supermax”
facilities devoid of such romantic ide¬
als. Smith described this juxtaposition
using the example of the early New
York and Philadelphia prisons which
were constructed to be not only places
of punishments, but a place of rebirth
through rehabilitation for the mind and
body. Smith said that the ideal prisoner
was one who, according to a Philadel¬
phia reformer, “was dead and is alive.”
However, modern prisons are mark¬
edly different, as Smith quoted from his
book. He said that in our war prisons
and other domestic penitentiaries, “we
confront a violent captivity that strips

away rights and mortifies subjectivity, a
policy and practice of dehumanization.”
Smith also discussed the dramatic im¬
pact of the works of twentieth century
felon and poet Jimmy Santiago Baca on
his book. Baca is featured prominently
in Smith’s book as Baca describes his
time in a federal penitentiary and his
transformation from complete loss of
identity to spiritual rebirth to help trace
the path of prisons.
After Smith’s presentation, he an¬
swered several questions pertaining to
his book’s relevance to the infamous
American military prison, Guantanamo
Bay. Smith also talked of the “Carceral Warehouses” which, according
to him, are supporting the realization
of a “prison-industrial complex” within
the United States. According to Smith,
the irony of the prison situation is that
although the United States has been re¬
garded as a country of freedom, impris¬
onment has always been at the essence
of American society.
Nora Allen T2 remarked that “it
was interesting to see the interconnect¬
edness of the literary sources and the
prison system.”
Hunter Archibald T2, meanwhile,
noted that Smith’s reasoning behind
the failure of the American prison sys¬
tem to adapt to enlightened ideals was
“great insight to how the violent, mod¬
ern American incarceration system was
developed and is sustained.”

Warrants out for
Bowdoin thief
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BUSUMMER'10
Learn. Explore. Discover.

This summer, experience one of the world's top-ranked universities—in
one of the nation's great college towns. Boston University Summer Term
has 700 courses to choose from, in over 70 subjects. Study with award¬
winning faculty. Fulfill your academic goals. And fall in If with Boston.

Learn more at bu.edu/summer.
Summer 1: May 18-June 25
Summer 2: June 28-August 6

BOSTON
Boston University Summer Term

UNIVERSITY

An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution.

I

(

V

T

at large. All he's doing is walking
around; if he sees something unat¬
tended - a door unlocked, for exam¬
ple, he’s just grabbing a laptop and
leaving with it.” said Wrede. “No vio¬
lence - we don’t have anything that
says otherwise. He’s just a thief.”
“Ultimately, do things that just
keep honest people honest. If you
have a high value item, don’t leave
it unattended, in an unlocked car,
uncovered on your dashboard,
whether it’s a Rolex or a lap¬
top. Don’t leave your valuables
in easy to spot places,” he said.
The recent events do not war¬
rant a security overhaul, but rather

serve as a gentle reminder about
responsible safety conduct on a
college campuses, said Menice.
Wrede agreed that these are stan¬
dard issues that students, faculty
and staff should keep in mind.“I
can imagine Bates probably has
the same problems that any oth¬
er similar school has,” he said.
According to an article published
in The Bowdoin Orient on March
5th, Bowdoin Security is working
together with the BPD to bring Co¬
chran to justice.
Bates Security encourages com¬
munity members to contact Security
and Campus Safety at 207-786-6254
or 207-786-6111 in the event of a
sighting or other suspicious activity.
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Wednesday, March 17
Housing Lottery
Rising Sophomores
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Gallery

Wind Down Wednesday
9 p.m.
Chase Hall Game Room

Thursday, March 18
Catholic Student Community Meeting
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Game Room

Secular Students Alliance Meeting
6 p.m.
New Commons 211

Teach In - Insurance Giant Profits Soar, Mainers
Losing Health Security: Fight Back!
7 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center
Join the New World Coalition, Bates Democrats, and Nathan
Libby ‘07 of Maine Change That Works to protest Anthem Blue
Cross Blue Shield’s suit against the state of Maine and lobbying
against national health care reform.

Pause {for peace and quiet}
9 p.m.
College Chapel

Amandla! Club Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Multicultural Center Lounge
Bates Dance Club Meeting
8:15 p.m.
Pettengill G65

Chase the Fiddlers
7:00 p.m.
Chase Hall Game Room

BCTV Meeting
6:30 p.m.
New Commons 226

Scott McKay Lecture
4:15 p.m.
Pettengill G52

Figure Drawing
6 p.m.
Olin 259

Bates Christian
Fellowship Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Chase Hall - Hirasawa

Language Arts Live!
7:30 p.m.
Chase Hall - Skelton Lounge

Scott McKay, a member of Canada’s Parti Quebecois, will speak about the sovereignty of Quebec and

Mindfulness Meditation
12:10 p.m.
College Chapel

Investment Club Meeting
7:30 p.m
Pettengill G54

Jessica Anthony ‘96, visiting instructor in the Eng¬
lish department, will read from her debut novel
The Convalescent.

environmentalism.

Peace Corps Info Session
7:30 p.m.
New Commons 201

Bates Democrats Meeting
8 p.m.
New Commons 221

Village Club Series
Jason LeVasseur
9 p.m.

Friday, March 19

Sunday, March 21
Filmboard Movie:
The Lovely Bones
2 p.m.
Olin 104
Protestant Worship Service
5:30 p.m.
College Chapel

Kimberley Patton Lecture
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Lounge
Harvard Divinity School Professor Kimberley Patton
delivers the annual Zerby lecture, titled “The Gates
I of Weeping Are Not Closed”: The Powerful Work of
Tears in the Human Experience.
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College Republicans Meeting
8 p.m.
New Commons 221

Senior Dance Thesis Performance:
Barbara Byers
7:30 p.m.
Pettigrew Hall - Gannet Theater

German Film Screening
5:00 p.m.
New Commons 221

Senior Thesis Performance:
Singer Rchard McNeil
7:30 p.m.
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall

Noemi Ban Lecture
4:15 p.m.
Pettengill G52

Senior Thesis Performance:
Composer George MacDonald
7:30 p.m.
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall

Bates Immigrant Rights Advocates Meeting
8 p.m.
Multicultural Center

Holocaust survivor Noemi Ban delivers a talk
sponsored by the economics department

BCSG Meeting
7 p.m.
New Commons 221

International Club Meeting
6 p.m.
New Commons

Chase Hall Committee Meeting
8 p.m.
Chase Hall - Hirasawa
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Latinos Unidos Meeting

German Table
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L.L. Bean Signature Collection previewed for Bates
SIMONE PATHE
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Many Bates students probably
know L.L. Bean for their outerwear,
boots, “Wicked Good Slippers” and
“Boat and Totes.” The high-waist
jeans, turtlenecks and bathing suits
with conservative leg openings are
more popular with our parents.
However, in the last decade, L.L.
Bean seems to have been courting
a younger clientele with items like
“Boyfriend Jeans” or “feminine fit”
tops. Despite the infusion of shape¬
lier pastel sweater sets that looked
good on the rack, the clothes were
still baggy and somewhat frumpy
when tried on. Instead of trying to
adapt their old standards to a young¬
er audience, L.L. Bean has started
from scratch, launching an entirely

new line called the L.L. Bean Signa¬
ture Collection that they are market¬
ing to college students.
Last Wednesday, March 10th, L.L.
Bean previewed the collection with
a trunk show at Willy Beans Bistro in
Lewiston, organized by Tremor Effects,
a company started by Charlie Carey T3.
Signature Collection catalogs were dis¬
played on small tables throughout the
warmly lit cafe and a long table in the
back of the room hosted a full spread
of items.
The presence of brightly colored
pumps in shades of blue, pink and
beige was indicative of the difference
between the Signature Collection and
L.L. Bean’s more conservative and com¬
fort-driven standard collection. Other
shoes for women included strap san¬
dals with wedge heels and flats. Fe¬
male students fawned over a small pile
of striped and solid-colored “Day Sail

sweaters” made from cotton, cashmere
and silk, some with pockets on the
right chest and in varying styles, includ¬
ing turtlenecks and v-necks.
Other students fingered red, black
and white beaded necklaces or han¬
dled the “Saltwash Canvas” toiletry
bags with leather L.L. Bean emblems
that come in colors like “sun,” “indigo”
or “Nantucket red.” In the comer, a
cluster of excited students huddled
around a rack of dresses and skirts. A
red skirt with a white buoy print was a
favorite among the students who joked
about who would be the lucky one to
take it home.
There were fewer male students
at the preview, but both males and
females alike stopped to examine the
new “Hunter’s Plaid” and poplin dress
shirts in ginghams and stripes that hung
on a separate rack of men’s clothing.
The Signature Collection brings
a new feeling to L.L. Bean, one that
is strikingly similar to J. Crew. Even
the modeling and the photo shoots in
their new catalog are reminiscent of a
J. Crew spread.
L.L. Bean researched their archives
for inspiration for their new line, ac¬
cording to Manager of Design and De¬
velopment for L.L. Bean Signature Ka¬
tie Martin. Shirtdresses for women and
buffalo plaid for men have always been
L.L. Bean standards she said, but they
have tried to adapt these classics to the
tastes of a younger demographic. L.L.
Bean Signature Creative Director Alex
Carleton has worked for Polo Ralph
Lauren and Abercrombie & Fitch, and
he founded Rogues Gallery, a Maine
fashion label that makes silk-screened
print t-shirts.
Martin described the collection
as “versatile” and “dressed up,” cit¬
ing the addition of men’s suiting and
heels as examples. L.L. Bean wanted
to produce a line of clothing that their
customers could wear seven days a
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Students examine some of the men’s clothing from L.L. Bean’s Singature Collec¬
tion at at trunk show at Willy Beans Bistro in Lewiston.
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Students hold up a sweater from the women’s Signature Collection to get a better
look.

week, Martin said.
As L.L. Bean incorporates this new
collection, they will not drop any of their
other products, Martin assured. She ad¬
mitted that prices for the Signature Col¬
lection are higher than prices for their
core line but noted that they are still less
than prices at stores like J. Crew.
Tremor Effect helps clothing com¬
panies advertise by having students
wear the companies’ clothing. Carey
wears clothes from the men’s Signature
Collection and Nicolette Whitney T2
wears items from the female collection.
These walking models serve as
student ambassadors to L.L. Bean,
generating enthusiasm for the cloth¬
ing on campus and providing feed¬
back to the company.
Companies
have a chance to insert their clothing
into the social scene at colleges, hope¬
fully creating excitement that will turn
admiring students into consumers. In

return for this free advertising, L.L.
Bean sends Carey and Whitney free
clothes. At first, they received what¬
ever L.L. Bean sent them, but with the
opening of the collection this week,
they can make their own selections
from the catalog.
About 30 people, mostly Bates stu¬
dents, showed up during the first hour
of the preview. Attendees received 20
dollar gift certificates to L.L. Bean and
had the chance to enter a raffle for Sig¬
nature Collection items.
Similar previews will be held for
other college campuses. Hobart and
William Smith College, the University of
Vermont, Carnegie Mellon University,
Union College and Harvard University
currently have Signature Collection am¬
bassadors, according to a Tremor Effect
Twitter entry from Feb. 24th.
The Signature Collection officially
opened Monday, March 15th.

Strange Bedfellows at it again What is contradancing?
KELLY COX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

The Strange Bedfellows, the College’s
improv comedy group, split sides last
Thursday, March 11th in Skelton Lounge in
Chase Hall. Attending a Bedfellows’ show
is an experience in itself. The venue was
selected for its intimacy; so the art form
can be as personal and realistic as possible.
A small space allows the audience to see
facial expressions and small bodily move¬
ments that can be essential to the comedy.
An eager audience filled the lounge,
squeezing into humble couches and chairs
on oriental mgs and warm wooden floors,
so close that one could feel another’s laugh¬
ter. Emcee Andrew Wilcox ’ll prompted
the crowd for a word, and they came up
with “salmon burgers,” which the players
weaved into numerous scenes.
The Bedfellows played with sponta¬
neous scenarios and then fell into their
rehearsed longer show. Zach Bain TO and
new member Nancy Weidner 13 started
the performance, exposing Weidrier’s ener¬
getic, natural eccentricity that meshes well
with the troupe.
“We are all a bit weird, and that’s what
makes it work,” commented Bedfellow Lily
Sullivan TO. She noted the improvement of
the “group mind,” a level of trust between
the players in which one will accept an¬
other’s choices and build more humor on
top of them. The Bedfellows ultimately in¬
tertwined a variety of scenes, interrelating
spontaneous material to form a cohesive
and entertaining performance.
The awesome dynamic of the com¬

t

Freewill Folk Society regularly swings with local community

edy group is palpable in each show. The
Bedfellows maintain friendships offstage,
strengthened by frequent practices and be¬
cause of the close, confined Bates environ¬
ment. The group recently bonded over a
long road-trip to Skidmore College to per¬
form in the National College Comedy Festi¬
val, an annual gathering of both college and
professional comedy groups from around
the country.
With only chairs as props, the players
created amusing imagery, using repetition
and physical proximity to evoke laughter.
Bain exhibited his advanced comedic im¬
prov skill in clapping scenes out of action,
showing experience in anticipating what
his fellow Bedfellows would develop. This
skill kept the action at a rapid pace, allow¬
ing time for more material and possibility.
Lauren Christianson T2 espoused co¬
medic talent in in her crafting of silly per¬
sonalities. Emma Sprague TO constructed
clever word-play that established humor¬
ous moments for other Bedfellows. Hugh
Cunningham T2 used emphasis and jokes
that appealed to the audience to add to the
show’s hilarity.
Among the many scenes, the most tick¬
ling lead involved the players breaking out
into a horde of cats, crawling and rubbing
up>on each other while Mike Schena TO
and Wilcox wrestled in the middle.
Keep an ear out for more Strange Bed¬
fellows shows this semester and laugh
away those study worries.
“I think everyone could use a little im¬
prov in their life,” said Sullivan. “Sometimes
people need to be reminded not to take life
too seriously, to let their freak flag fly.”

t

SIMONE PATHE
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Dancers at Saturday night’s Club
207 dance in the Benjamin Mays Center
were not the only ones breaking a sweat
this weekend. Students and community
members filled Chase Hall Lounge last
Friday, March 12th for a lively evening of
contradance and live music sponsored by
the Freewill Folk Society.
Starting in two lines, dancers move
up and down the rows, traversing the
room. The Society usually engages a
house band to provide the music, but
they are trying to find younger, more lo¬
cal bands to play for their dances. The
Montville Project, a local Maine band,
played for Friday’s dance.
Falmouth resident Maggie Robinson,
who has been dancing for 15 years,
called out the steps for each dance.
What makes contradancing so special
is that everyone dances with everyone
else in the room, there is always live
music and it’s learner-friendly, she said.
Contradancing is so successful because
beginners learn the steps at the dance.
Half of the dancers at Friday’s dance
were beginners. Even the head of the
Society, Blaise Thompson ’ll, had nev¬
er tried contradancing before his soph¬
omore year at Bates, but now,
the steps are second nature to
him.
The steps and the music
are not always a set match.
Robinson, who is also a fid¬
dler, explained that she tells
the band what type of music to
play based on what steps she
will be calling. Dancers might
dance different steps at differ¬
ent dances even if the music is
the same. Likewise, they can
dance the same steps to vary¬
ing music. Regardless of these
variations, 32 bars of music
always translate to one time
through a dance.
Thompson explained that
contradancing is popular in
Maine because of the Quebecois influence, but it’s also
popular in South Carolina and
the Dakotas. Contradancing
originated in New England
about 300 years ago, although
influences from Europe are strong. The
origin of the name “contradancing” is dis¬
puted, according to Robinson. Some peo¬
ple say that the prefix “contra” comes from
country, as in English country dancing,
which used the same two-line form. Others
contend that the name comes from France
because the French word “contre” means
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Blaise Thompson ’ll (far left) and Sarah Dice-Goldberg ’ll (far right) dance with
community members during a contradance in Chase Hall Lounge. Thompson
and Dice-Golberg are active contradancers, travelling often to festivals around the
Northeast.

against or opposite, reflecting the way that
dancers line up across from their partners.
Students have traveled to Massachu¬
setts and New York for weekend dance

Maine to various dances.
Lewiston hosts a contradance every
month. If there’s not a dance at Bates
because of vacations or during the sum¬
mer, the Lewiston Public Library
hosts a dance the second Friday
of every month.
Student response to the
Freewill Folk Society, and to
contradancing in particular, has
increased since last year, accord¬
ing to Thompson. Mike Dorfman T2 didn’t used to care much
for dancing, but since trying
contradancing, he loves it, and
he shows up for contradancing
whenever he hears about it.
It requires about 800 dol¬
lars to put on a dance, said
Thompson. Most of the money
goes to the musicians while the
rest pays for the caller, and the
sound equipment. The Soci¬
ety charges for entrance to the
dance, but the event is free for
Bates students.
Three times a year, the Free¬
will Folk Society hosts alter¬
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT
native contradances. Instead
of dancing to live folk music,
festivals, one of which lasted 12 hours.
dancers adapt contradance steps to hipNine students spent the first three days
hop and techno music.
of February break at the Dance Flurry in
In addition to hosting contradances, the
Saratoga Springs, NY.
Freewill Folk Society will be cosponsoring
“It’s a positive way to be involved
the Do It Yourself Festival with New World
with the community on a social level,”
Coalition this year. The Society’s goal is to
Thompson said. He has met many local
build folk culture on campus, including
residents with whom he travels around
visual art and music.
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For the love of a cappella
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Talent from around the world:
International Club's Coffee
House and Talent Show

,
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The Deansmen perform as part of a concert with the Tupeios, an all female a cappella group from Wellesley College, in the
Underground, the basement of 280 College Street, on Saturday evening, March 13th.

The merits of Lady Gaga’s
“Telephone” music video
BRIDGET BREWER
STAFF WRITER

Let’s say you’re a famous pop sing¬
er. Let’s say your name is Lady Gaga.
You’re weird-looking and there’s a ru¬
mor you might be a dude, but people
love you. Now let’s say you’re mak¬
ing a music video. You’ve got lots of
product placement to incorporate, in¬
cluding Honey Buns, Twinkies, Virgin
Mobile, Miracle Whip, Diet Coke, Po¬
laroid and Camel cigarettes. So you
make a ten minute movie wherein you
go from prisoner in a lesbian strip club/
prison to killing everyone in a diner in
Americana costumes and driving, hand
in hand, into the sunset with Beyonce.
The actual song you’re singing makes
guest appearances in between flashes
of the products: the Diet Coke cans are
your hair rollers, for example, and the
cigarettes are glued together to make a

pair of sunglasses.
Here’s the question I’m posing:
does high-density product place¬
ment make your music video a dis¬
gusting display of corporate wor¬
ship? Or, does it turn your music
video into an homage to the classics,
thereby making you the coolest film
buff ever?
The first time I watched Lady Gaga’s
most recent music video, “Telephone,” I
chose the route of condemnation. The
entire first four minutes of the video are
a mash-up of products, boobs and lesbi¬
an make-out sessions. It’s teenage boy
heaven, and it rang harshly to the tune
of “just another music video where cool
girls are once again reduced to stripper
roles” for many fans and viewers. As
for the product placement, much of the
media has relished in equating the mu¬
sic video to an overly long QVC com¬
mercial.
However, having watched the “Tele¬

Lady Gaga: Telephone
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phone” music video a couple (hun¬
dred) more times, I’ve found referenc¬
es to classic cinema and other music
videos that put Lady Gaga above the
sell-out label many have placed on her.
The idea of making a mini movie out
of a song, plus the brief quickstep she
makes as she leaves the jail, are shout¬
outs to Michael Jackson. The dialogue,
as well as Uma Thurman’s muscle car
from “Kill Bill,” which Beyonce and
Lady Gaga drive, pay homage to Quen¬
tin Tarantino. “Thelma and Louise” gets
a nod in the finale when the two la¬
dies drive off into the sun. Even the
product placement, when paired with
Gaga’s leather jacket, is reminiscent of
’80s icon George Michael circa “Papa
Was A Rolling Stone.”
When is it artistic to comment on
consumerism and when is it blatant
tackiness? When you view the patri¬
otic clothing and the Americana vibe
as an ironic acknowledgement of all
the products she’s advertised, this
is one intelligent tongue-in-cheek
video. Lady Gaga gives her answer
to this question in “Telephone.” In
a culture where the products you
pimp mean the difference between
headlining a tour or singing one-hit
wonders at a county fair, you’ve gotta
give her props.

Creative Commons:
Honey Chocolate Crunch Brittle
JOE CAUTERUCCIO
STAFF WRITER

Ok, I usually think about the mul¬
titude of awesome savory recipes one
could make from materials available
in Commons. The other day, dinner
was pretty good, yet I found myself
craving an awesome chocolate cov¬
ered dessert. Since the Commons bak¬
ery had nothing available to satisfy
my sweet tooth, I decided to make my
own dessert.
1. Head over to the tea station area

and place chocolate chips, marshmal¬
lows and honey in a bowl, making
sure to keep a 2:1 ratio of chips and
marshmallows to honey. The honey is
just to help the ingredients melt and
add a bit of sweetness. If you put too
much, the recipe won’t work.
2. Next, add about a tablespoon
of peanut butter to the mix and place
the mixture in the microwave until it
has thoroughly melted. Be careful not
to burn the chocolate.
3. Next, go to the cereal station.
Fill the bowl with the cereal of your

choice. I used Reeses Peanut Butter
Puffs in this particular instance, but
you could use whichever cereal you
prefer. (I would stay away from any¬
thing with dried fruit).
4. Stir to combine. There is no
need to mix completely; streaks of
marshmallow in the chocolate are
perfectly acceptable.
5. Let the mixture harden and
chip it away from the bowl. You can
break it into big pieces and eat it by
itself or break it into smaller pieces
and sprinkle it on top of ice cream.

Puppets invade Olin for Gamelan concert

URIEL GONZALE^THE BATES STUDENT

The Gamelan Orchestra performed with Indonesian puppeteer Apep Sobani and composer Wahyu Roche last Saturday,
March 13th, in the Olin Arts Center. Wooden rods support the puppets in an Indonesian style of puppetry called “wayang
golek.”

VICTOR BABATUND^/THE BATES STUDENT

Desmund Mushi ’13 recites an excerpt from Thabo Mbeki’s speech “I Am an
African” at the International Club’s Coffee House and Talent Show held in the
Benjamin Mays Center last Friday, March 12th.

VICTOR BABATUNDE/THE BATES STUDENT

Winnie Chelangat ’13, Joseph Ekpenyong '12, Clyde Bango ’ll, Lundat Kassa
’13, Stephanie Cade ’13 and Desmond Mush ’13 perform an African freedom
dance.

German duo makes
U.S. debut at Bates
MARION FLEURANCE
STAFF WRITER

Monday night, March 8th, an
audience of German speakers and
curious onlookers had the oppor¬
tunity to travel across Europe and
other lands through the traditional
music of the duo “Deitsch,” named
for a South German dialect’s word
for “German.” In the cozy environ¬
ment of the Benjamin E. Mays Cen¬
ter, German folk musicians Gudrun
Walther and Jurgen Treyz played in
their first and only appearance in
the United States.
These two talented musicians,
who grew up with traditional mu¬
sic in southern Germany, provided
not only a taste of their regions,
but also of Celtic music from all
over Europe. They presented
mostly traditional folk music as
well as some of their own com¬
positions.
Walther, singer, fiddler and dia¬
tonic accordion player, introduced
each piece with brief information
on the backgrounds of the songs.
Most of the tunes the band per¬
formed were taken from the old
tradition of German folklore. The
duo also presented some pieces
from Ireland, the eastern French
region of Alsace, Holland, Scot¬
land, the German-Swiss border
and even a few from New Eng¬
land as a special gift for their
hosts. Walther, along with her
husband Treyz, a gifted guitar
player and her partner of four
years, interpreted songs that car¬
ried the audience to ancient and
fantastic times. Princes, princess¬
es and evil stepmothers were the
main protagonists of these tales
where love and death constituted,
at times, happy or tragic endings.
Instrumental pieces punctuated
the two-hour show in a variety of
styles, including waltz, contradance
and polka. The two musicians, who
are also writers and composers, pre¬

sented two of their original compo¬
sitions. The audience was the first to
hear one of Walther’s tunes, a piece
inspired by Irish traditional music.
According to the artist, a “vibrant”
and very present Celtic scene in
Germany was the main source of her
inspiration.
Treyz, on the other hand, stressed
that their repertoire remained root¬
ed in German music. He performed
an instrumental piece he had writ¬
ten about “being on the road.” The
musicians, who are very often away
from their home country, expressed
the conflicting feelings they some¬
times experience: sadness when
they have to leave their home to go
on tour, the joy of the novelty, meet¬
ing new people, and the passion for
their jobs that takes over.
Treyz, who hails from the Swa¬
bian region of Germany, which is
a land similar to Scotland, “where
people don’t like to spend money,”
according to his wife, and Walther,
who is from from the Palatinate
region of Germany, gave the au¬
dience a taste of their respective
South German homelands. The au¬
dience had the opportunity to hear
two dialects that are each a little
different from the standard Ger¬
man language some people in the
audience may be used to hearing,
or even speaking.
During the intermission and at
the end of the show, the duo sold
their albums. Their second CD, “Heimat,” released in June 2009, won
the renowned Preis der deutschen
Schallplattenkritik, a German record
reviews award.
The duo was also to perform on
Tuesday night, March 9th, at the
Franco-American Heritage Center
in Lewiston with their other band,
“Cara.” This group of five German
musicians and singers, on tour in
America for the fifth time, enjoys
playing its Celtic music for a wellinformed audience, often com¬
posed of members of European or
Irish heritage.

T-1-1-1-1-r

9

THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2010

The Student speaks with author,
alum Jessica Anthony '96

When pre-medieval Hungary and
contemporary America collide
CHARLES THAXTON
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
‘The Convalescent,” written by Jes¬

CHARLES THAXTON

these big braggarts, these hyper-aggressive,

ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

almost dangerous characters that were inhab¬

fleshy tale.But Antho¬

Author, visiting instructor of creative writ¬

was curious to see if a meeker person were

ny succeeds in cast¬

ing and 1996 Bates graduate Jessica Anthony

to become stronger and inherit, what that
strength would look like.

his

ancient

lineage

iting the political administration at the time. I

make for a thoroughly

ing Rovar’s social and

recently published a novel entitled “The Con¬

themes. Before discussing its themes,

psychological

valescent” with McSweeney’s. I spoke with

it is wise to map its places, the ground

acteristics as equally

her on a sunny March morning, leaf blowers

TBS: Dr. Monica tells Rovar about “be¬

on which Anthony’s characters and

accessible,

roaring outside, about her characters, the writ¬

lief.” Were you occupied with the idea of be¬

ing process and teaching at her alma mater.

lief when you were writing the bode’

sica Anthony ’96,

is a book of many

char¬
doughy,

voices tread. The book is a sprawling

stout and tangible as

yet contained observation of Rovar

is true of Rovar him¬

Pleigman, a stunted, sickly and silent

self.

meat salesman in present-day Virgin¬

The

Anthony: When I slatted writing on the

genealogical

TBS: For those on campus who have

notd, I found myself gravitating toward these

not read the book, would you briefly outline

themes of God and butterflies, and I thought, I re¬

the contents and characters within the two

ally don’t want to write a bodt about God and but-

different sections’

terflies. Somehcxv, it just kind of happened I think

ia. The novel also discusses pre-me¬

history

dieval Hungarian pseudo-history, the

story begin to dovetail

biological and spiritual evolutionary

as the book progress¬

Anthony: The story alternates between

is because of where he comes firm, his heritage.

and

Rovar’s

Rovaris ability to believe how Dr. Monica believes

history of Rovar’s ancestral lineage,

es. Traits and trends

a short and sickly Hungarian near-midget

the Pleigmans. It’s among the Car-

are left for the reader

who sells meat out of a bus in northern Vir¬

Their belief is in the unexpected, in nontiaditional

patharian basin, Rovar’s meat-van and

to

ginia and his frequent visits to a pediatrician,

settings [where] that kind of honesty of belief
and faith is achievable.

develop,

but

the

his love interest’s pediatric office, that

Hungarian plot never

Dr. Monica, who is there to help him recover

Anthony initiates discussion of his¬

quite

same

from his many ailments [that] he’s lived with

tory, evolutionary biology, faith, 21st

tone as the Virginian

his whole life. She tells him to ‘write how he

TBS: This is your first novel. What were

century America and the looming and

plot. Anthony works

feels’ because he can’t speak. It’s in the pro¬

you writing previously? What did you write as

and

with tone in interest¬

cess of writing this story of his ancestors that

an undergraduate?

ing ways; the book is

the early Hungarian Plegiman family emerg¬

Anthony: Well, as a student, [Senior Lec¬

Anthony’s central talent is the cre¬

a genealogical history

es. Rovar essentially investigates, through

turer of English at Bates] Rob Farnsworth re¬

ation of voice. While she gives the

that is actually inter¬

those periods of time in the waiting room,

ally made me think about language. I started

mute Rovar a voice as the book’s nar¬

esting

who his ancestors were.

out writing poetry before I started writing

rator, it doesn’t come across as sappy

humane. In its medi-

or overtly sympathetic. Readers are

eval-ness,

random

influence

coincidence

has on life.

meant to see Rovar for the person he
is. Yes, he is downtrodden, deformed
and often humorously self-deprecat¬

hits

the

and

notably

terrible.

invented mythical family of proto-Hungarians

everything

is laid bare.

who emerged when the Hungarians migrat¬

I started writing fiction when I was

Back

ed into the Carpatharian basin in the ninth

abroad at the University of Manchester,

and tenth centuries.

where I studied fiction writing. I was messing

among

in Virginia,
the

Ameri¬

ing. But, he is also an American in the

cans, there are still

newest sense: highly self-conscious,

more engaging mys¬

jealous and desirous, but plain in vi¬

teries and unspoken

sion and infinitely adaptable.

fiction. I wrote a creative thesis, and it was

Through this, we learn the history of this

COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
RELATIONS

Visiting Professor of English and 1996 Bates graduate
Jessica Anthony has published her first novel, “The Con¬
valescent.’’

Anthony: As I was writing the novel,

The

I was using Jeffrey Eugenides’ “Middlesex”

wanted to sound like, searching for my voice.

re¬

as a framework. I liked the way that Eu¬

Then I applied for an MFA. I don’t think

genides was essentially telling two different

I published my first short story until I was

details

concerning

Rovar’s

past.

es Darwin’s evolutionary biology and

book’s

its larger implications, its relevance

alism and its amplification of detail

history and the power of coinci¬

beyond the biological. This exhibits

might cause some to stir or scoff. Its

dence. Anthony’s book isn’t imme¬

another one of the novel’s great turns

exploration of human ugliness might

diately recognizable or rosy, but its

and strengths. Rovar isn’t far removed

ring equally unappealing. At its core,

themes and discussions are as heart¬

of

about fiction. It was an important thing to do;

the book in this way?

I was hashing out what writers I liked and

Indeed, much of the book discuss¬

lack

around with both at first, but it wasn’t until I
was about 24 [years old] that I became serious

TBS: Why did you decide to structure

from biology at all; the close details

the book discusses belief, includ¬

of his physical ailments, along with

ing its tendency for transformation

or transcendence, the relevance of

felt and accurate as they are various.

27 [years old]. I took some time, wandering

stories in a given contained passage.

around doing all sorts of different things;

I felt like, for a first novel, I wanted to
give myself a little bit of room. Telling one

I wanted to figure writing out on my own

sustained narrative sounded really intimi¬

terms.

dating for me, so I thought I’d begin with

TBS: Does your writing stem from em¬
pirical, observable life or from your own
imagination’

two narratives. I didn’t realize at the time
how closely they would be intertwined. In
the process of writing the novel I realized

Best dressed at foot level:

STAFF WRITER

Style at Bates comes in all shapes
and sizes. Some people focus on ac¬

diately. “I’m now invested in [buy¬

the easiest. “I like to go to stores,

ing different pairs of sneakers.]” He

but I don’t usually buy anything

feels comfortable purchasing “better

there.” He finds that the sneaker

things” and indulging more in the

boutiques

ideal sneakers.

are

usually overpriced

whereas the message boards make

“My most valuable shoes are my
Space Jam Jordans,” Low said. These

How does one go about stor¬

Carver Low T2 it all comes down to

are the shoes that were worn in the

ing dozens of shoes, you may ask?

movie. “They’re rare,” claimed Low.

“In their boxes,” explained Low. “It

resident who started taking an interest

The shoe fanatics in New York made

retains their value, and it’s easier

in shoes at the end of his junior year

riots merely over acquiring a pair of

to store.” Little rectangular prisms

of high school when he purchased

can be useful storage containers,

these shoes. The rarity of the sneak¬

his first few pairs of “nice” shoes.

ers may come as a shock to some.

but this can be troublesome when

Low recalled, “I got a couple of more

“People camped out on the street just

you’re

living

in

a

college

dorm

and then was like: ‘wow, there’s so

to get them. They sell out in less than

room

many more out there!”’ A lot of other

a day,” he said. Low has found that

task is no small feat and requires

students at Low’s school were into

there are hardly any shoe connois¬

sneakers and street wear, which only

seurs in the state of Maine. “I feel bad

enhanced his shoe craze.

exposing my secret, but no one buys

without

much

space.

This

an impressive effort.
Low

claimed

that

there

are

many features that are important

Low currently has enough sneak¬

shoes here. No one knows; so they

about shoes, specifically the way

ers to wear a different pair for every

don’t sell out.” The shoes seem to

the shoe looks. “Everyone has dif¬

single day of the month, ringing in a

stick around in Maine for much longer

ferent tastes, however rarity is im¬

total of 33 pairs. “Nike is my favorite,”

than in other states. The Nike outlet

portant to me. It’s impressive to

he said. Nike shoes, he said, are ver¬

has a number of unique sneakers at

have an exclusive pair of sneakers,”

satile because they can be separated

prices reasonable for even a beginner

he said. He finds that he sticks out

into different styles. In particular, Low

sneaker seeker. Prices as low as 40

at Bates for his outrageous sneaker

likes the brand’s basketball shoes and

dollars are common.

collection that cannot be replicat¬

the old Nike runners. “Retro stuff is

Not only are there campouts
for good shoes, but there are also
online communities. Online da¬
tabases like Nike Talk are spe¬
cifically for sneaker fanatics like
Low. People can freely add posts
to message boards, and PayPal has
been set up to make purchasing
more convenient. Low describes
this online database as “a commu¬
nity.” For him, shopping online is

ed by many. “There’s only a few

really popular for me, and of course,
all Jordans,” he said.
Low also has a number of cheaper
finds. He has currently been wearing
a pair of purple shoes from a brand
called The Hundreds, which he pur¬
chased for 30 dollars. Not everything
he buys is cheap, but when he started
taking an interest in shoes, he didn’t
delve into expensive options imme¬

people

that

collect

When we reach the end of the novel,

acter. Slowly, as you go through the voice,

where everything sort of collides, that

you’ll learn facts about who your charac¬

edifying feeling of satisfaction was what

ters are, and those facts lead to obscure re¬

I was going for; something that brings

search in the library. That sort of sideways¬

the reader to understand that all the tiny

angled approach won’t ever go away for

little details that appear in both passages

me. No writers that I know, know exactly

actually carry a great deal of larger meta¬

what their stories [are] going to look like

phorical merit by the end.

when they sit down and write [them].

TBS: Is writing an act of “compulsion” or

TBS: Did you think of Rovar as an

is it a matter of concentration and work?

American character? Were you thinking about

Anthony: It’s both. I don’t beat myself up

America in a larger sense when you were

shopping much easier.

cessories, others on clothing, but for
the right sneakers. Low is a Seattle

want to write is an investigation of char¬

and vice versa.

Low ’12 sports unique sneakers
NICOLETTE WHITNEY

Anthony: What always makes me

how the past is sort of in the present story,

shoes

if I don’t write, but I will go to bed knowing

writing the bode?

Anthony: Oh definitely. I was interested

I didn’t write that day. As you’re just starting

in the ways that he belonged to the commu¬

out, the hardest thing is staying in the chair,

nity and was totally outside of the commu¬

but as you progress, all you want is to be in

nity. He rails against the Virginians who en¬

the chair. The issue of time doesn’t ever go

counter him and don’t really understand his

away; your relationship as a writer changes.

‘otherness.’
Part of this approach was politically in¬

TBS: Are you noticing that your students’

clined; I was writing it during the Bush ad¬

concerns and topics are different from your

ministration and I was feeling as if we were

own when you were at Bates?

getting all of these messages of a grandiose

Anthony: That’s a huge question. Every¬

nature where we were essentially becoming

one is bringing something completely new

the bullies of the planet

and fresh and different to the class. Students

Rovar was a half-evolved character, but

are really working to figure out who they are

[he] does evolve in a way that’s totally unex¬

as writers. My job is less as didactic teacher. I

pected by the end

like to present the students with many voices.

This is the truth of evolution; I was think¬

I like to ask: ‘where do you see yourself as

ing about “the meek shall inherit the earth,’

a writer, who are you drawn to, what inter¬

but you don’t see the meek ever becoming

ests you’’ Learning how to differentiate and
choose among styles is really essential.

here,”

he reflected. To him, good style
definitely includes good shoes. He
even has a few pairs that he sim¬
ply does not wear because they
are too valuable. “I know for me,
shoes are the most important part
of my style,” and he concluded,
“shoes are definitely a piece that
shouldn’t be missed.”

If at first you don’t succeed...
Boy visiting from other college: I was going to major in political science.
Then, during discussion, we had to take a stance on whether the American
Revolution started in Philadelphia or Boston. I was stumped, so I changed
majors.
-Commons (he now is majoring in international relations)

Don't ask...
Girl to boy: I just want to see your nipples.
-Commons

For the next time you run out of glue...
Boy: Have you ever noticed that semen is like rubber cement when you get
it wet’
-Commons

Hear something funny that needs to be shared?
KAITLIN WEINMAN/THE BATES STUDENT

E-mail your overheards to mrouvali@bates.edu.

Carver Low '12 poses with his extensive collection of sneakers, most of them Nikes. He considers shoes essential to his
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Duncan gets fourth
Selection to Senior All Star
Classic puts exclamation point and fifth career
All-American honors
on Yanofsky's stellar career
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

top of her fleet heading into the finals.
Then in her final throw of the day,
Duncan heaved the weight past the
60-foot mark, truly rising to the oc¬
casion. Duncan’s throw went 60-05.00
- 2 feet and 5 inches beyond her per¬
sonal best before the day began. The
throw placed her solidly in second,
behind the only other 60+ foot throw¬
er in the competition, Wisconsin-Oshkosh’s Holly Ozanich.
“The throwers [at Bates] have a
saying: ‘Last one, best one,”’ said Dun¬
can. “Today as I walked out into the
circle for the last one, I said out loud
but to myself, ‘Last one, best one, se¬
nior year.’ I put everything that I had
been doing in practice behind me and
threw my heart out.”
Duncan is now part of an exclusive
group of women who have thrown over 60
feet, and joins Godsey as the second Bates
woman to reach the mark.
Using her momentum from Friday,
Duncan moved into Saturday’s shot put
event with confidence.

“Shot put was awesome because shot
is the event I love,” explained Duncan. “I
have been doing it for over six years and
although I was not a title contender, I just
wanted to be an All-American.”
Duncan’s best throw of the day
ended up being her second try dur¬
ing the preliminary throws. Her throw
of 45-05.75 was solid, but fell three
feet shy of her personal record re¬
corded a few weeks earlier. In the fi¬
nals, Duncan came close to improv¬
ing her score once again, but it was
not enough to move her up from
seventh place. Nonetheless, Dun¬
can and her coach were thoroughly
thrilled about both of her events.
Duncan, the lone female Bobcat at
the meet, scored an incredible 10 points
to put the Bobcats at 19th of 61 scoring
teams in the nation.
The day before the meet began,
Duncan added another accomplish¬
ment to her list of accolades by picking
up the honor of New England Women’s
Field Athlete of the year from the Unit¬
ed States Track & Field and Cross Coun¬
try Coaches Association.

McNeil, Chapman
compete at NCAAs
RYAN RICE
STAFF WRITER

Last Friday and Saturday, two
members of the men’s track and
field team competed at the NCAA
Division III Indoor Track and Field
Championships at DePauw Universi¬
ty in Greencastle, Ind. Captain Rich
McNeil TO competed in the weight
throw and shot put and Jesse Chap¬
man T3 in the pentathlon.
On Friday, McNeil missed the fi¬
nals in the weight throw and finished
11th overall with a top effort of 5707.50 - one place better than his no.
12 seed heading into the event. In the
shot put, McNeil was seeded 16th,
but fouled on all three of his attempts
in the preliminary round and conse¬
quently failed to move on.
Chapman scored 3,325 points in the
pentathlon to take 12th place out of 13
competitors. Chapman’s performance
was 30 points behind 11th place Richard

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

Women's basketball Tri-Captain Lauren Yanofsky '10 won another post-season award last week when she was invited to play
in the Senior All-Star Classic. The game features the best senior players from New England.
MARIA ROUVALIS
STAFF WRITER

As her collegiate basketball ca¬
reer comes to a close, women’s TriCaptain Lauren Yanofsky ’10 can find
only one word to describe it: “bitter¬
sweet.” Fortunately for her, though,
the fun is not quite over yet. After
a stellar final season which included
leading the women’s basketball team
to a semi-final appearance in the
NESCAC tournament, Yanofsky was
selected for the New England Senior
All Star game.
“It should be a good closure to the
season,” she said. “Plus, I still have
one more game.”
This past season, Yanofsky led
the women’s basketball team in
scoring with 15.1 points per game,
in rebounding with 6.4 rebounds per
game and in blocked shots with 1.96
blocks per game. She ended the
season ranked third, 11th and sec¬
ond in those respective categories
among NESCAC players.
Another career highlight came
during her team’s loss to top-ranked
Amherst College in the semifinals
of the NESCAC tournament, when
Yanofsky scored her 1,090th career
point.
She became the 17th Bates wom¬
an to accomplish this feat, and the
game’s spectators appreciated what
they had witnessed.
“All the parents stood up in the
crowd when I got my 1000th point,”
Yanofsky recalled.
It was a special moment for her,
but being the team player that she is,
Yanofsky kept her focus on helping
her team compete.
“I try not to think about those
things during the games,” she said.
“You think about it because you can’t
help it but you just want to help your
team out and that’s the first priority no
matter what.”
1

T

Yanofsky’s devotion to her team
put her personal accomplishments
second, and when the time came for
her to be recognized, she had no
idea why.
“I didn’t know I was that close
until that senior night,” she admit¬
ted. “Then they announced that I
was up to 960. Everyone was like,
‘Oh, wow’.”
Yanofsky and everyone at that
game knew that 1,000 points was
well within her reach, but every¬
one also knew that there was not
much time left in the season. This
is where Yanofsky’s teammates
helped her out, by upsetting No. 3
Williams in the quarterfinals of the
NESCAC tournament.
“If we hadn’t won the first
round game,” Yanofsky explained, “I
wouldn’t have gotten it. It was cool to
get that second game.”
Team effort was the theme for Ya¬
nofsky’s senior season. The past two
years, they lost in the first round of
NESCACs. This year, however, as the
No. 6 seed, the team showed it could
contend with the best of the confer¬
ence, and they stepped up to defeat
No. 3 Williams before giving no. 1
Amherst a good fight.
During the post-season, Yanofsky
and her team aimed to come out fir¬
ing, and they did.
“We came out with a lot of energy,
we had the momentum,” she said.
The time out and announcement
of Yanofsky’s 1,000th point in that last
game once again brought her back to
that bittersweet feeling.
“I think it masked the fact that
my season was actually over,” said
Yanofsky. “It was something to
keep me from the fact that my sea¬
son was over.”
Basketball has been a part of her
life since fourth grade, and she can¬
not believe her competitive career is
almost complete.

V—

“It’s weird that that chapter in my
life is over,” she said. “You don’t think
about it, but you just get up, go to
practice, your team’s been the same
for so long and now you have to find
something to fill that void.”
It has been an adjustment since
the end of the season. Yanofsky
leaves her Bates basketball career
with many wonderful memories, but
also with nostalgia.
“It hasn’t really hit me yet. I get
out of class at four and I know I don’t
have anything else to do,” said Yanof¬
sky. “I feel like next year when I start
watching games on TV, that’s when it
will hit me.”
A passion for basketball has been
instilled in Yanofsky since she began
playing in fourth grade, and it will
continue to be a part of her life.
“I’m definitely open to coaching
and I definitely am going to look to
play in a league back at home just to
keep in shape,” she added. “There’s
a league that a lot of Bates alumni
play in.”
But for now, she still has one
game left to play and she is look¬
ing forward to one last go on the
collegiate basketball court. Yanofsky
was honored, as well as pleasantly
surprised, to be selected for the Se¬
nior All-Star Classic, sponsored by
the New England Women’s Basket¬
ball Association.
“I honestly didn’t even know
they had it but I’m excited to play in
it,” she said. “I like a lot of the girls
playing in it.”
Yanofsky left a big mark, finish¬
ing her career with 1,001 points, 460
rebounds, 174 assists, 127 steals and
120 blocked shots - just seven short
of the Bates career blocks record of
127 held by Laura Hollingsworth ’83.
Though her Bates career is over, her
impression on the Bates women’s bas¬
ketball program will remain for years
to come.

Roethel of Christopher Newport Univer¬
sity, and 171 points under his school re¬
cord-breaking performance last week at
the ECAC Division III Championships.
Though it was not his best performance
of the season, Chapman led all competi¬
tors in the shot put at 43-8 - good for
686 of his points.
This wraps up the season for the
men’s indoor team. Despite a less than
ideal finish in the NCAA Division III
Indoor Championships, the men look
forward to a promising outdoor sea¬
son. Daily practice has already begun
and many look forward to an outdoor
season full of improvement and per¬
sonal bests.
“We had a good season. We definite¬
ly improved as a team from last year,”
said Distance Coach Todd Goewey.
“And the depth and strength our team is
showing this early on looks promising.”
The men’s outdoor team begins its
season on March 27th at University of
Maine Orono.

March Madness
has something for
everyone, and with
a little luck, you can
win some money
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

are not supposed to know either of these
schools and you will forget about them
after Friday night when they meet the
No. 1 Duke Blue Devils in the real
opening round of the tournament.
This year feels a bit different as
two of last year’s Final Four teams
did not even make the tournament.
Instead, defending National Champi¬
on UNC and Final Four qualifier UConn will headline a star-studded field in
the National Invitational Tournament
(a.k.a. the “sorry, but try again next
year” tournament).
I have not yet looked at a
bracket or read any analysis. It has
plagued me in the past, so I am
going to keep it simple this year.
I am not Nostradamus nor am I a
college basketball expert, but if I
could give you any advice, I know
that the four No. 1 seeds of this
year are, on the whole, less domi¬
nant that recent tournaments.
Kentucky has one of the best
players in the country in John Wall;
however, they face a road to the
Final Four as they have a potential
matchup with former No. 1 Texas
in the second round. Also looming
in the Eastern side of the bracket
is West Virginia, a No. 2 seed that
should arguably have picked up the
last No. 1 instead of Syracuse.

Syracuse is the weakest of the four
top seeds and faces a potential Sweet
16 matchup with Vanderbilt. No. 5
BYU could upset No. 2 Kansas State,
and if that happens, Syracuse could
be in for trouble in the Elite Eight.
Duke has been on fire and their
only real concern should be the
No. 2 seed in their region: Villanova. If they match up with Villanova in the Elite Eight, there is no
clear-cut favorite.
The last of the four No. Is is
Kansas - the overall favorite but
also the one with the toughest
road. Kansas will be tested in both
the Sweet 16 and the Elite Eight;
however, they have experience and
won the National Championship
just two years ago.
This is why March Madness is
great. Teams play all year to make it
to the tournament and once they get
there, anything can happen. None
of the four teams described above is
guaranteed a spot in the Final Four.
They all have difficult roadblocks
standing in their way.
My suggestion? Don’t pick all No.
Is and take some risks instead - it
makes it a lot more fun.
So find some friends, print out
some brackets, ask everyone for five
dollars and with a little bit of luck,
you could find your beer money for a
few weeks.
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Ruppertsberger ends Barrett nets a hat-trick but
season with a bang men's lax struggles to score,
lose to Middlebury9-6

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO
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Natalie Ruppertsberger 'll skis to 18th place in the 5k classic race at the NCAA

Quad-Captain Dave Barrett '10 scored three first half goals in Bates' NESCAC opener against Middlebury College. Despite out-

Championships in Steamboat, Colo, last week.

shooting Middlebury 57-36, Bates lost 9-6.

COREY HILL
STAFF WRITER

Natalie Ruppertsberger ’ll skied to
a top 20 finish last week at the NCAA
Nordic Skiing Championships, hosted
by Colorado University in Steamboat
Springs, Colo.
After skiing a phenomenal season in
eastern regional competition, where she
consistently led the Bates women’s team
with numerous top 10 finishes, Rup¬
pertsberger earned her second consecu¬
tive trip to the NCAA Championships.
Ruppertsberger was heading to
Steamboat with a mission to ski her¬
self into the top 20 female collegiate
racers in the country and after her
18th place finish in the 5k classic race,
she did just that.
The classic race was the first of two
races at the championships. The course
featured a steady climb for the first two
to three kilometers, before shooting
back down into the stadium area. Rup¬
pertsberger skied, by all accounts, her
best classic race of the year and secured
herself an 18th place finish. After fin¬
ishing her regular season competition
seeded 10th in the east, Ruppertsberger
stepped it up to finish as the fourth east¬
ern collegiate female.
“I’m really happy with my race,”
Ruppertsberger said. “I really wanted to

place in the top 20 and I’m psyched
that I was able to do that.”
Becky Woods, head Nordic coach,
was also pleased with Ruppertsberger’s result.
“This was Nat’s best classic race of
the season and it was at NCAA’s,” said
Woods. “What more can you ask for?”
The final race of the week was a 15k
freestyle technique race. Though free¬
style is Ruppertsberger’s self-proclaimed
“weaker style,” she was still eager to mix
it up. Unfortunately, she was unable to
produce a repeat performance and fin¬
ished in 32nd position.
“The altitude really hurt me in the
longer race,” Ruppertsberger said.
Steamboat is situated around 7,000
feet above sea level which makes rac¬
ing extremely difficult - especially for
the eastern athletes not accustomed to
the thinner air. This disadvantage was
evident amongst many of the eastern
skiers, who struggled in the longer race.
“It was rare to see a skier put up
two great races.” Woods said. “Most
of the girls had one good one and one
not so good one.”
Ruppertsberger came out of this
year’s NCAA races feeling confident.
Next year’s NCAA races will be held at
sea level in Stowe, Vt., and will feature
Ruppertsburger’s strongest race - a 15k
mass-start classic.

HARRY POOLE
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s lacrosse Quad-Captain
Dave Barrett TO scored three firsthalf goals against No. 7 Middlebury
College last Saturday; however, it
was not enough to overcome the
perennial powerhouse as Bates fell,
9-6. Despite the loss, Bates kept the
score close for much of the game
and outshot the Panthers, 57-36.
Bates started slowly and was
put on its heels immediately as
Middlebury stormed out of the gate
and scored two goals in the first
minute of the game.
Barrett responded with 8:07 re¬
maining in the first quarter when he
scored off of a hard shot into the
upper right corner of the net. With
4:05 remaining in the first quarter,
Barrett evened the score with a simi¬
lar play; however, his shot hit both
posts before falling behind Middle¬
bury goalie Ryan Deane.
“The opening minute kind of hurt
us,” said Evan Bagley TO. “We fought
back and shot the ball a lot but we
need to find a way to get more of
them in the net.”
Barrett completed his hat-trick
with 9:35 remaining in the second
quarter, tying the score at three.

Middlebury responded with four
goals over the last eight minutes of
the first half and took a 7-3 lead
into the break.
Middlebury built an insurmount¬
able 9-4 lead with 7:23 remain¬
ing in the game; however, Bates
continued to press Deane and the
Middlebury defense. Quad-Captain
Nick Sampson TO and Luke Charest
’ll both broke open in the fourth
quarter, but Deane stopped them
from point-blank range. A fourthquarter rally by Bates was spurred
by a Sampson goal with 40 seconds
remaining and quick goal by C.J.
Schmidt T3 just 11 seconds later;
however, it was too late.
Despite
peppering
Deane
throughout the game, the Panther
goalkeeper came up with 20 saves.
Adam Scharff T2 made 12 saves for
the Bobcats and rebounded nicely
after a difficult opening minute for
the Bates defense.
“It was a disappointing loss
because we know we could have
won,” said Bagley. “We missed
some great scoring opportunities
and had that opening minute col¬
lapse, but we know we can com¬
pete with them.”
Prior to their matchup against Mid¬
dlebury, Bates hosted their out of con¬

Women's tennis beats MIT
for first time since '98

1T>

ference, in-state foes, The University
of New England. The Nor’easters were
no match for Bates’ balanced offense,
as nine different Bobcats found the
back of the net, five of them scoring
multiple goals.
Sampson led all scorers with five
goals off of seven shots on goal. Gary
Guinta T3 scored his first career hattrick while Barrett, Rob Highland T3
and Jason Hichborn T2 each added two
goals. Barrett and Evan Bagley TO led
the way with two assists a piece.
The Bobcats started slowly,
holding just a 4-2 lead after the
first quarter. They picked it up
in the second, scoring five goals
and taking a 9-2 lead into half¬
time. The third quarter saw eight
Bobcat goals, including a hat-trick
from Sampson.
Taking a 16-2 lead into the last
period, Bates seemed to back off
as they added just two goals to
take the win, 18-2.
Bates’ record now stands at 3-1,
marking their best start since the
2006 season.
The men will look to pick up
their first NESCAC victory this
weekend when the Williams Col¬
lege Ephs come to Lewiston for a
Saturday afternoon game on Cam¬
pus Avenue Field.
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Avery Pierce ’10
Co-Captain Av¬
ery Pierce TO an¬
chored the women's
lacrosse defense in
'-'

victory over No. 6
Middlebury Col¬
lege. Pierce picked
up three groundballs
and caused a gamehigh five turnovers
against Middlebury's
potent offense.
Pierce helped lead
Bates to their first
win over Middle¬
bury in 21 years.

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

CoCaptain Alex Piacquad '10 won at first doubles with Meg Anderson '12,8-6 but fell in her match at No. 1 singles, 6-3,6-3.
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
MEDIA REtATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

Led by close victories in all three
doubles matchups, the Bates women’s
tennis team defeated MIT for the first
time in over a decade to boost their
undefeated record to 4-0. The big win
over MIT was highlighted by multiple
wins by Meg Anderson T2, Ashley
Brunk T3 and Erika Blauth T2.
In the first seeded doubles match,
"T-J-

Co-Captain Alex Piacquad TO teamed
up with Anderson and overtook the
top doubles pair from MIT, 8-6. Brunk
and Nicole Russell T3 defeated their
Engineer counterparts, 8-6 as well. At
third doubles, Blauth and Katie Helfgott T3 won, 8-5.
,
With a sweep of the doubles
matches, Bates needed just two wins
in singles; however, they picked up
four. Anderson and Brunk won at the
second and fourth seeds, respectively.

Anderson won her sets 6-3, 6-4, while
Brunk went 6-2,6-0. Co-Captain Jean
Gulliver TO also won her match at the
number six seed, 6-2, 6-1. With four
more wins at singles, Bates dropped
the Engineers for the first time since
1998 by a final score of 7-2.
The Bobcats begin NESCAC play
on Mar. 16th at Colby College. Bates
will look to build on their impressive
start to the season and continue to im¬
prove their unblemished record.
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Let the The drought is over: Manter secures
madness All-American with 10th in slalom
begin
HARRY POOLE
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

It is that time of
year already. Selection
Sunday has happened
and the 2010 NCAA Basketball Tour¬
nament’s first games are tonight.
I’m not sure if I am more excited
or scared, because the fact that we
are halfway through March means
that I have two and a half months
left in college.
And I have no idea what I am do¬
ing next year.
That could be a blessing or a
curse, but I will forget about it un¬
til I start feeling like the only se¬
nior with his or her life not entirely
figured out (although I know most
of you are in the same, “what is
next?” sort of position).
For the next two weeks, however,
a lot of my free time (and I have lots of
it) will be dedicated to the television. I
do nqt consider myself a couch potato
or TV addict, but I am fully aware that
March Madness is beginning and that
usually takes hours away from my life
faster than those _ beers you drank
last weekend.
I will still do my homework, ex¬
ercise and hang out with friends, but
I will also watch more basketball
than I ever would during any other
time of year.
I follow the Boston Celtics rela¬
tively consistently; however, I am
lackadaisical with my college bas¬
ketball watching this year. That is
OK, because March Madness is the
culmination of the college basketball
season. Plus, in filling out a bracket,
you can read enough analysis about
each team’s performance throughout
the season to feel like you sat on the
Kentucky bench with John Wall.
You don’t have to be a basket¬
ball player to understand or love
March Madness. My sister fills out
a bracket based off of how stylish
the team’s uniforms are. The sad
thing about that? She will do bet¬
ter than some people who overana¬
lyzed their picks.
I am not a basketball player and
haven’t played organized basketball
since fifth grade. The last game I ever
played, I forgot that teams switched
sides at halftime and scored on my
team’s own basket after the second
half tip-off.
Was it embarrassing? Yes, horribly.
Does it mean that, because I was a
mediocre fifth grade basketball player,
I couldn’t follow the sport or under¬
stand it on the same level as someone
that played (and played better than
myself)? No.
Let me repeat myself: you don’t
have to play basketball to like
March Madness.
My grandmother fell in love
with Emeka Okafor when the Uni¬
versity of Connecticut won the Na¬
tional Championship in 2004 and
still checks up on his career today
(she claims to have been a superb
basketball player back in the day,
,but I am skeptical).
There is nothing in profession¬
al sports like March Madness, and
that is why it is so special and cap¬
tivating for us. Sure, baseball has
the World Series, football has the
Superbowl and basketball has the
NBA Finals, but March Madness is
profoundly unique.
The players are showcased as if
they are professionals; however, there
is no money in it for them - just pride
(and maybe some money in the future
if you play well enough). It is a collec¬
tion of 65 teams after the same thing,
and for two weeks, we see the ulti¬
mate competition of amateur athletes
since the Olympics became a collec¬
tion of professionals.
Who cares if a 16 seed has nev¬
er beaten a one seed? They are the
underdog of all underdogs and the
Princetons, UVMs and Western Carolinas play their hearts out because
they want to win just as badly as the
Dukes, Kentuckys and Syracuses of
the world.
Play begins tonight, Tuesday
March l6th, at 7:30 p.m. with the
play-in game of No. 16 seeds Winthrop and Arkansas Pine-Bluff. You
See MARCH MADNESS, page 10

LINCOLN BENEDICT/EISA MEDIA

Men's alpine Co-Captain Ben Manter 'll skied to a 10th place finish in the slalom event at the NCAA Championships in Steamboat, Colo. The top-10 finish gave Manter
his first All-American honors and also marked the first time a Bates alpine skier has been an All-American since 2001.
DANA POOL
STAFF WRITER

Men’s alpine Co-Captain Ben Man¬
ter ’ll was named an All-American
athlete after an impressive 10th place
finish in the slalom event at the Di¬
vision I NCAA Skiing Championship
held in Steamboat Springs, Colo.
Manter joins an elite group of just
three other Bates alpine skiing alums
to receive All-American status after
top-10 performances at the national
championships. The most recent AllAmerican result for the alpine team
was previously claimed in 2001.
After a nine year drought, Manter
proved once again that Bates skiers

can compete with athletes from pow¬
er-house Division I schools such as
the University of Denver, the Univer¬
sity of Colorado, Dartmouth College
and the University of Vermont.
Manter was tied for 15th place af¬
ter the first of two runs, just one and
a half seconds behind the eventual
winner, Andreas Adde from Univer¬
sity of Alaska-Anchorage. With an
All-American berth in sight and only
a couple of spots needed to jump
into the top-10, Manter put down a
blistering second run time of 38.83
seconds, only four-tenths of a sec¬
ond behind the fastest time on that
run. The timely second run bested
Manter over five competitors to land

Women's lax stuns
Midd kids, wins 11-9
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

It was a monumental weekend for
the women’s lacrosse team who kicked
off the 2010 season this weekend
against no. 6 Middlebury College. Bates
defeated their NESCAC foes in a 11-9
victory, breaking a 16-year losing streak
against the perennial powerhouse. The
bloated Panther ego took another deaf¬
ening blow on account of the Bobcats
this Saturday, as the loss also marks
the team’s first season opening loss on
home-turf in 21 years.
The outstanding matchup began
with the Panthers ahead, 3-0. However,
the unrelenting Bobcats failed to get
derailed and quickly recovered, firing
back two of their own off of the sticks
of Lindsay Thompson T2 and Jenn Brallier ’13- With the score standing at 3-2,
Middlebury pressed on to net two more
before Jenna Dannis T2 buried another
goal for Bates, narrowing the deficit to
5-3 by the half.
After the break, the Bobcats came
out of the gates strong, determined to
take their first lead of the game. Brianna Gross ’ll kicked off scoring for the
half, bringing the score to 5-4 before
the Panthers answered back with two
more of their own.
After this, the Bobcats broke away
from the Panthers, embarking on
a five-goal tirade that pulled Bates

ahead, 9-7. Molly Radis ’10 and CoCaptain Morgan Maciewicz ’10 tallied
two goals apiece during this pivotal
scoring spree. The Panthers tried des¬
perately to counter the five-goal bar¬
rage; however, they were only able to
answer back with one before Radis
dug in her heels once again to bury
her third goal of the afternoon.
With 6:48 to go, the score stood
at 10-9, with Bates still holding the
lead. The Bobcats solidified their vic¬
tory, adding one more goal from Joan
O’Neill ’ll to close out scoring for the
game at 11-9.
In addition to exhibiting strong
skills on attack, much of Bates’ victory
can be attributed to a strong defense,
led by Co-Captain Avery Peirce TO, who
caused five turnovers, and goal-keeper
Mara Krueger ’ll, who racked nine
saves to secure the victory.
The entire team was extremely ex¬
cited about the outstanding outcome
of the season-opening game, celebrat¬
ing at the buzzer as if it were the final
round of NCAA Championships.
“We outplayed Middlebury for 60
minutes,” said Peirce. “Everyone, on and
off the field contributed to our win. It
was a great start to the season.”
The Bobcats look to build off of
their biggest win in recent memory as
they prepare to take on Williams Col¬
lege next Saturday in another confer¬
ence matchup.

him in 10th overall. Proving his ex¬
cellence on a competitive national
stage, Manter concluded his break¬
through season, which included nu¬
merous top-10 slalom results on the
carnival circuit, with this All-Ameri¬
can performance.
Bump Heldman T2 was the sec¬
ond skier representing Bates at the
NCAA Alpine Skiing Championships.
Unfortunately, Heldman was unable to
put down a clean first run in slalom,
hiking back up to a missed gate and
adding almost 10 seconds to his over¬
all time. Heldman’s determination to
finish the race was not in vain, as he
was still able to contribute to Bates’
overall team score.

The giant slalom race was not
as eventful for either of Bates’ ski¬
ers. Manter and Heldman finished in
24th and 26th respectively out of 35
competitors. Giant slalom has been
neither skier’s dominant discipline
during the regular carnival season,
with both highly favoring slalom.
With the additional help of Bates’
lone representative for the nordic
events, Natalie Ruppertsberger ’ll,
Bates posted a 16th place finish out
of 22 competing colleges and univer¬
sities despite only having three ath¬
letes in attendance.
The NCAA Championships wrap
up the competition season for col¬
legiate skiing.

Duncan second at NCAAs

JAY HARTSHORN/COURTESY PHOTO

Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan '10 poses with her runner-up trophy at NCAAs last week.
NORA HANAGAN
STAFF WRITER

Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan TO took
home two All-American awards this
past weekend at the NCAA Division III
Indoor Track & Field championships
at DePauw University in Greencastle,
Ind. In two days of competition, Dun¬
can finished second in the weight throw
and 10th in the shot put. These two AllAmerican honors put Duncan’s overall
count at five. She now trails only fellow
thrower Keelin Godsey ’06 for the most
All-American honors by a Bates female

track and field athlete.
Duncan began the championships
on Friday with her best event: the
weight throw. The senior was seeded
fifth out of 16 competitors in the event.
Duncan was looking forward to the
event although she had yet to break
her personal record that she set in her
sophomore year.
In her first throw of the day, Dun¬
can threw an incredible 58 feet and one
quarter inch - the best of her career by
nearly six inches. This placed her at the
See DUNCAN, page 10

